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| TO THE MOST REVEREND 
| FATHER IN GOD, AND MY 
VERY HONORABLE GOOD 
LORDE 
George, Lord Archbiſhop of (anterburie. 
his Grace, Primate and Metropoli- 
tanc of all England. 


—_ 


p wine honourable good Loyde) that in this 
© learned age of thewor[d.n herin the truth 
Xe) of Ieſius Chriit hath gine/o clearealioht, 
Bl and that God of his mercie hath r:ſtored 
Wy | the Goſpel! vnto vs, & cauſed the beames 
W thercofto ſhine oner all Conntreys mſuch 
ſort,as now the ſimple, the walearned, the 
rich, the learned, the wor /hixful, the Honorable, the St.ites and 
Princes of the world ave become the Profeſſors,and muntaiters j, pn 
| #f it there ſhould notmuthſtanding, ent in this kingdome remaine 1. Epilile De- 
f ſuch a number of recuſant Papiſls,c the Papiſts theſelues hane gicatorie to 
mate their crakes and vaunt, ſtilmg them all , wth the name of the Kag. 
Dutifull and well deſerning Subietts, How Dutifyll jubrefts 
they hane bene,quid audiam verba cum videi tata? Ler the 
ſwendric intended nuaſimns againſt this Kingdome, ani forraine 
prathiſes abroad,procured onely by their meanes : let their trai- 
87014, and rebellious enterpriſes, thety piuate plotter, machina- 
1909 5, poi/omings, murthers, let the ponder treaſon , the eternall 
fb..: of that mmrtherous and bloodie generation, the memorie 
of which moſt deteftable and danmable fatt, all the indices ex- 
purgatorij in the world ſhal nemer be able toblot ont, make ma- 
| muleſ? ro all the Chriſtian world, how vninſtly,and vrtrulie they 
| Challege to themsſelnes the name of —_— ana faithful a 
| 2 WA, 


GS T may ſceme ſirange (moſt reverend,and 
(4 


ieftr, whoſe deadly hatred and onnaturall allied our 
Church and Common-weale haxe proned by mary degreesfar 

more dangerous then emer were the pratliſer,and plottes, (5 res 

bellions of that curſed ſeede of the Canamies, Aztmonites, and 
Jebnſites againſt the ſtate aud gonernment of the ['raclites, the 
choſen people of God. Touching the number ofrecuſant papiſts 
in other ſmires,] haxe no great Lp may be it is oreater in tale 
then it is in ſtrength. But howſaener it be,the greater the xber 
of the ts, the greater danger accrueth beth tothe Prince &&- ſtate 
of this Laud. Onely thus much [ may truly affirme, that if all 
the Pronince of Canterbury were as free from that leprofie and 
contagious ifetiton of Peper:egas ts the Dioreſe of Canterbury, 
the Paprſts ſhr:ld have (mull cauſe t0 m.the their boaſt & crakes 
of fo many & (o manic, F or whereas there are in the Dioceſe 
of Canterbmric + Rechiſlcr, ſome 3g8. pariſhes,berweene go, 
e&& anhidred thou/crd commutcants therenere not(as Tam ves 
ry erediblie enformed) ſound of recordihe liſt afſije aboxe the 
number of tenrecu/ant papiſts. So that thi much [ may truly 
report for the honour of the Countie of K ent that as inthe time 
of lulius Cxlar,they clone werein his nd;ernent of all the Bri- 
tawrer.accompted tobe omni humaniſſigii: aud in the time 

of Edward the firſt repmted ro be OMNIUMN bellicoliſſimi, & 
therefore as Gerualius affirmeth by a prehemixtce, in right of 
their manbode challenged to themſe/ues the foreward of all l at 

tells, as of right belonging wnta th em,becauſe they were the onely 

people of the land , that were neuer vanquiſhed by the Tongue- 

rour,but yeelded them: [nes by compoſition: een (0 at this day, 

confidering the ſmall number of recuſants,c nuthall. the great 
number of renerend Preachers and Paſtors difÞerſed oner all 

the Comntrey, men furniſhed and qualified wth very rare and 

excellet gift r,for the worke of the miniſtery, they may deſerned- 
ty be repmed, omni} fdeliflimi : che moſt loyall and fouhjull 
ſubie8s of this kingdonre. . Alarge proofe of wheſe fidelitie, the 
late Dneene of moſt bleſſed and happy memoric, found.in her 
greateſt need, when ps the ſuddain arrinall of the Spaniſh ſnps 
vpon our Seas,by the pollicie and vigilancie of $,Thowas Scot, 

being 


' 
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DEDICATORTIE. 
bringthen ore of the Deputy Lientenrs for thoſe part:(a knight 
of whome ] can neither ſpeaks nor write witheut much hovogr, 
there were gathered together mithin the ſpace of 24.houres, ths 
niber of eight thouſand valiant fihtingmen,ready to encounter 
the enemie. At which tm: there were ſundry preachers of vs wn 
that Camp,ſome preaching on owr horſe-backss,(ome pon the 
Pops of trees, othersin prlpits mide of tur fe, where we might be- 
hoid ad ſee that huge Armado of Spaine,whome the Pope had 
bleſſed. chriſtned by the name of the innincible Nuuie which 
8x very few dates after, how it fell from an vumea/nrable high 
goy to an vameaſurable deep diſpaire,their great caſtles of come 

fort being onerthrowne,and brought to the ground: I neede not 

further relate, the ſtorie thereof being yet freſh in the meno« 
rics of many thouſands lining this day, 

This which I hane here {et downe for the honouy of our Ken 
th people, I hane written ut partly to note one ſheciall ſweet fruge 
of the Goſpel, whereſcener it hath free paſſagezthat w,that it ſea- 
ſoneth th: hearts of all that ſincerely profeſſe it,ith fidelity loy= 
altie,and all manner Chriſtian ſubictlton to the higher powers, 

Partly aqaine,that it may adae ſom: inconragement to your 
Gra: the more wilingly(as leiſure & oporturiity ſhall fit)to come 
among vs. ſpecially whe your Grace ſhal come to a people ſo cr, 
and [a ingenuous,ſolund, & ſoreligious,and/o loumg,and reſp 


* fAlncof their Dioceſan,as no one conntrey of this K ingdome can 


afford vs the like preſident. Which tobe true,the late mrſt wor- 
thy B: mine old Miſter, B: Whitgft,of moſt lexrned, & $0de 
ly m:morie found by good proofe, gt his firſt coming downe inte 
Kent, whom the whale Gentrie of that Dioceſe emtertained, no 0« 
therwiſe then the GalatHhiins aid the Apoſtle S, Paulc: that is, 
like an Angell of God,wh ſuch obſequionſne s, teeme, and 
remerence 4s was fitting for the condition and ſt ate of ſo grane 4 
Biſhop,and fo worthy a Prelate, 

At for vi bath of the Laitie and Clergie of your Graces Ds+ 
#ceſe,as wee hane preat cauſe of rciojeing offered vntowvs all, to 
ſturre vs vp to a thankefullcongratulation of your Lov: late 4e- 
[erned preferment,& withall,to magnific the great goodneſſ - 
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THE”'EPISTLE 
God towarder vs, in that hee hath adwanced your Crace to th et 
hcight of honour,to make your Grace a glorious inſtrument of 
much good to this Church of England, the Charge and gonervee 
wont whereof next under our gracious Soueraigre,ts principal- 
lie committed , So for mine owne particular, conſidering the 
continuall flowe of thoſe manifolde fanours your Grace Lath 
bene pleaſed to ſhewe to mee , which with all due thanke ful - 
nes, 1 moſt willingly — , hazing no other meanes out 
of my ſmall fortunes to doe you hononr , I haxe preſumed in « 
Chriſtian boldneſſe , by way of Dedication , to offer this paper 
preſent unto your Grace , a Sermon which this laſt moneth 1 
preached before a very honourable,wor ſhipfull, and a moſt lear= 
ned and religions auditorie of the pariſh of $. Martins inthe 
fieldes, T has preſaming (as you ſee) of your Graces accep- 
tance,and bolde dedicating thu ſmall and ſimple diſcourſe vnto 
your Grace, which [ confeſſe to be much unworthy your worthi- 
weſſe, 1 wilt not Ceaſe toprayunto God to requite, andrecom- 
pence ſeen folde into your boſome, both this, and all other your 
emdeſcrned fanour: towards me. And thus beſeeching the God 
of beanen and earth againe and againe, to multiple his richeſt 
leſſmgs and mercies towards you , by gining you honour here, 
— ener, in his happie Kingdome of cternall consfort, 
T reſt. 


Your Graces humbly deuoted 
(Þaplin,in all dutie tobe 
commande 


Ilohn Seller, 


—— 
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PAI Pee rear nſeg 


TO MY CHRISTIAN AVDE 
tors of $, Martins az the fields. 

A = » Eloued in the Lord, this Sermon was 
C $0 ) 4 lately preached in your pariſh ; itis 

4 now tobe acted(ifI may lay ſo)vpon 
$4 Cc a Theater, & I amintreated (as it were 7hearyym 
ET &] a prologue) to ſay ynto you,Come and mundys. 
Ew C4] /ce. (2) I need not to doeir, for you, (a) 7,4.y, 
who are carefull ro comeand heare, 46. 


will (I hope)beas c:refullto come &lee. Comethere. 
tore, I beſecch you, and behold another 7obn Baptifh,in | 


the ſpirit of E{zas, preparing in your harts a way f "r the 
Lord: (4) and aying vnto you as Godlaithtoall, Thu (b) rhe. 


6 the way, waike in it, (c) 3-4. 
Are youdcfirous ofa gu'c. in this way? here aretwo (c) //ay. 30. 
offering ofthemſelues, G } & Baat; the one will con- 27. 
du@ youto the land ot Canaan, (4, the other will lead (d) 7e{.1.2. 
you blindfold to Samariz(«. )Ifyou follow the one, you (©) ?. King. 
wil worſhip in mount Ziez , (f) Itthe other you, muſt $;"9- 
goe vpto mount GeriFim (g)and there adore leroboams #) -—whg : 
calues, (hb) | 8) 7e +: 
This latteris a way pleaſing now a daies to many, but (hy r, x; 
the iſſues thereof ve the waies 8/ death ? (1) And when the 12.28. M 
paſſing bell calleth,there is (olitle c6tortin that paſſage, (i) Pron.14, 
that many, who haue goneit,forlake itat the laſt, I2, 
I reade of a learned popiſh doctor in Germamie, who at 
the howre of his death,entringintoa meditation of the 
inſufficiencie of his merits, cricd out after this manner, 
(k) 4/44 what ſhall I now doe ? No workes doe me any good ; (k) Selues 


#one comfort me; none cheare me ;S incel ben] 'finde not hing Inſiit.pag. 
in 386, 


Tomy chrillian Auditors of S. Martins is the ficlds, 
inm) {elſe to ſlay upon, this will 1 doe ; Haut mercy wpomme 
0 Lord, fer thy ſonne Chrifts ſake, andreceine my ſowte. [tis 
the fate way as Be/larmine confefleth, and the onely 
way, as the (cripture proueth, 
: Luoke not then vpon Baal with his 450. falſe 
(1) 1.Xize. Prophets, (7) bur looke ypon God with his ſcruane 
18.22, FEljah. (m) Badl asan Yhyſtes will transforme you; as a 
(m) 1. Kg. Syren ſeduce you , as an Helena corrupt you ; and as 
18,;0. MNaeſhthe ammonite make no couecnant with you,vnles 
(n) 1.54%. he may plucke out your righteye ofknowledge, and 
s/w fo bring a ſhame vpon 1ſrael, (») 
(0) Dext. Our Godisnot like their God,our aduerſaries being 
(p) Gl 84. iudges.(o)He is our ſunne,(p)without him itis night : 
22. our ſtarre, (q) without himit is datknes, our lite, (») 
(q) Rex.2. Without him it is death ; and our guide, without him 
28. wee ſhall neuer make our pathes ſtraight. (/) 
(r) /0b.11, It is bettertolimpe in the ſtrait waies ct God, then 


torunneand rampeon in the broad parhes of Baa/,you 


2f. 

(1) P/-25-8. now theſe things, happicare yeifye docthem. (:) In 

(t) yu 3* aword,lcarneby this godly ararill.to deteſt thatfaith, 

- not of leſus, but of the Ieſuites, which teacheth, that 
you muſt cate your God, and may kill your Keg. 


us cum [eſu its, non itis cnm Jeſwitts, 
Tow that do: follow [eſs trace, 
will nexer like the Teſwites pace, 


The Lord make you as beautifull in the eyes of God, 
as -you haue made your Church to the cyes of man., 
Aprill, 16, 1611. 


Towr ancient ſernant in the Lord; 


Robert Hill, 
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ASERMON A 


GAINST HALTING 
berweene two opinions. 


I. King: Cap: 18, Ver. 20,021, 


20. So Ahab ſent toall the children of Iſrael, and gathe« 
red the Prophets togetherto Mownr Carmel : 

21. AndElias came to all the people, and [aide, how long 
halt vc 5erweere two opmions ? 1fthe Lord be God follow him: 
1} Baai be hee, goe after him. And the people anſwered hins 


nct one nord. 


> Mong other bleſſings which God be- 
{ (oweth vpon his Church, a good 
Prince is one of the greateſt, being 
ſctoucr his people , for the detence 
wy and maintenance of true religion and 

& vertue. And for this caule itis, that 
the Apoſtle S, Pale wilicth vs, firlt 
and abouc al! other things,to pgay ſor 


K ngs , ond for all that are 17 authoritic, that [21der them] I, Tim:2, 


we may leade 1 quiet avid pecceable life,tn all godlines and hone- 
fli-.In the which words the Apoſtle ſetterh downethree 
ſpeciall good things which wee enioy vnder the gauern= 
meatof a godlic andreligious Prince z namely, godli- 
nes, honeſt; ,and peace, which being ioyned together, 
arethc onely ſupporters an vpholders of all Chriſtian 
Common-wcalths and Kingdomes : but being ſeucred 
onefrom an other, there falleth out a'cleane contrarie 
B ſcquele, 


1.2, 


Att, 9. 31. 


2 A Sermon again? halting 

ſequele. For what is godlines withour honeſtie , but 
laine hypocriſie? or what is honellic without godlines, 

2 meere heathniſh gentilitic ? or what is peace without 

honeſtic and godlincs, but carnall fccuritie? Now as for 

honeſtic and godlines without peace,,there can bee no 

great praRtiſe of cither of them both. 

It wasa great hindrance tothe people of Iſracl in their 
deuotions , when by the crucltic of Pharao they might 
not be permitted to goe into the wildernes to ſcruc God, 
And afterwards in the captiuity of Beby/on,they were for- 
cedto (ing the Lords ſong in a (ſtrange land: Peaccand 
tranquilitic are cuer an occaſion of great increaſe and c- 
dification. In the Ais when the Churches had reſt tho- 
roughout all [ndeaand Galilie, and Samaria, they were e- 
dified, and walked in the feare of the Lorae , and were multipli- 
ed by the comfort of the helie Ghoſt, Where wee may ſee 
how in a quict and peaccable Church,daily teaching and 
preaching is of verie great force to plant godlines and 
the fearc of God in mens hearts, and withall , diſcipline 


of manners : whereas in a Church which is vnder the 


crolle,it falleth out (till forthe moſt part,that eccleliaſti- 
call allemblics are hindered and forbidden to be practi- 
ſed. Miniſters and Preachers are cither impriſoned, dri- 
uen away,or put to death : Parents,and fathers of Fami- 
lies driuen away out of their houſes ; whereby ſuch hou- 
ſcs being ditlolued, children are bercaued of good edu- 
cation , godlic men are ſcuercd one from another: in 
which diſſipation ſound dotrine is not to be had : Faith 
languiſheth : all godly cxercilcs in training vp of youth 
licth till, and all other godlic and Chriſtian meetings 
quite geuen ouer : Farre otherwiſe then it was vnder the 
raignes of Dawid, Ezechias, loſias.and ſehoſpaphat,in whole 
daycs the people enioyed thoſe three bleſlings before 
remembred ; namely,godlines, honeltic,and peace. All 
thoſe godly and religious Kings, not onely by wordsen- 
couraging the people to ſerue God , but by their _ 

ples, 


—_— 


betweene two opinions, 3 
ples, drawing great multitudes to imitate the ſame zeale 
and feruencic,which they (zw to bein ſuch Princes vnder 
whom they liucd. But on the other (ide, when God in 
his anger andiult indignationſendeth wicked Princes to 
litin place of iudgement and authoritic, religian and 
yertuc gocth to decay, Gods honour is defaced,the peo- 
ple drawne to idolatric, the worſhipand fcruice of God 
prophanely abuſed : the truth whereofas it appeareth by 
digerſe and ſundry examples of wicked Kings in the ho# 
lie (criptures,ſoin none more plainly then in Kim Ahab, 
of whomel ſhall hauc occalion hcercafter to {peake, of 
whom the Scripture thus recordeth, that ke/olde himſclfe 
to doe wickedl; inthe ſig' t of the Lord, that hee aid exceeding 
abhominably in following idolles,according to all that the Am- 
monites did, being prouoked thervnto by /ezabe/ his wife, 
For it was a liabt thing for hims to walk inthe ſinnes of [exobo« 
am,except he tochelezabel alo the daughter of Ethbaal,king 
of the Sydonians to wrſe,and [erned Baal,and worſhipped him, 
In wholc daycs what an hauocke there was made of the 
Saintes and ſcruants of God, what an increaſe there was 
made of molt grolle idolatric,by ioyning Gods worſhip 
and Baals together ; what (laughter of the Prophets of 
Godliuing inthoſc times , which went vp and downe, wan« 
dering in ſheepes-slinnes and goater shinnes. 4 ecing deſtitute, 
tormented,and afflifted ; and tor the lafegard of their liues, 
being glad to wander inthe wilderneſſe and monntames, and 
dennes and canes of theearth,is plainely to be ſcene by the 
complaint and requelt of the Prophet, which hee made 
vnto God againlt I{racl,laving, © Lorde the children of If- 
rael hane forſaken thy conenant, caft downe thine Altars, and 
flaine thy Prophets mith the ſwords , and I onely am: left , and 
they ſeeke my life to take it away, (Albeittheanſwer of God 
ſaid unto by, I haue reſer ned tomy ſelfe ſemen thouſand men, 
which hane not bowed the knee to Baal:) In this great and 


» miſcrable delolation, and confulion of his Church, the 


Lordremembring his people of Iſrael , when they little 
B 2 looked 


2, King: 1Cs 
30.31. 


Heb: 11, 35, 


2, King: 19. 
14. 


Rom: 11.3.4. 


4 AStermonagainſl halting 
Icoked for it, and lefſe deſerned it, ſent Elras the Pro» 
phet vatothem, who,the more forciblic to drawe both 
che King and his Subjects to a ſerious conſideration of 
their finnes, and to ſhew how greatly the Lord was dife 
I. King: po for their idolatrous worſhipping of Baal, tolde } 
17.1, ing Ahab to his face, As the Lorde lineth, before whome I 
ſtand, there ſhall be neither deaw nor rome theſe yeares , but | 
according tomy word: which indeed according tothe lay- 
ing of the Prophet came to palle. Foras Elias (moued 
by the inſtin of Gods holy ſpirit)prayed vnt6 God ear- 
Jam: 5.17: neſtly that it mioht not rainz, (Oo according to his praycr, it 
rained on the earth, ſer three yeares and ſixe moneths, By 
mcanes wherof,the famine was ſo great in [/-ac{ for lacke | 
of raine, that man and beaſt were readie to periſh: and | 
raine they could haue none but at Z/:4s word , as Elias 
had told the king before the Crought beganne, At the 
ence of thethree yeares and lixe moneths of drought, 
the Prophet Elras was commaunded to ſrewe himſelfe to 
king Ahab , andalbcit hee was greatly dillwaded ſotodoe 
by 95441ah, whom hee met in the way , yet the Prophet 
was reſolute, ſolemnly proteſting to Obaaiah, As the Lord 
of Hotter lireth,tmmmhoſe preſence I ftand, I will ſurely ſhew my 
I. Xing: 18: «fe wnto Abcbthas day, Mecting therfore with Ahab,and 
IS, becing challenged by him as the author of that famine, 
and troublcr of //r2el, he diſcharged himſclfe,and protes 
ſted befurethe King,that God plagued the whole Land, 
becauſe hee and his Fathers houſe hal forſaken the com- 
menndements of the Lord, and followed other Gods, 
Androiu{lific his ſpcech,he offered toprooue before all 
. I/-1-, on the danger of his owrie head, that the king and 
the Lan were but ſeduced and abuſed by the Prophets 
of Z::11,45d that kee would proouc by no worſe meanes 
hen by miraculous fire from heauen, whichſhould ſhew 
the; whole ficrifice was accepted, alluring them of raine 
abuundantly after their conucriion tothe true GOD, forg 
whizh cauſcat this time hee was (ent yntorhem, 


T. Km: 
13.1. 


” 
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To 
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betweene two Opinions. 5 


Tothis the King gaue his conſent,and by the perſwaſion 
and motion of Eras, ſent by his Princely authoritie, for 
all.1{rael, that they ſhould gather themſclucs together in 
mount Carmel, together with the Prophets of Baal, 450. 
(which were diſperſed throghout all the tribes of 1ſracl,) 
| the prophets of the groucs,400, whichdid cat at /ezabe/s 
| table. The King,&the chicfe heads ofthe people of lira- 
cl,and the prophets of Baal, being thus allembledtoge- 
ther in mount Carmel , Elias commeth to the people, 
and faith thusvntothem ; How long will yee hall | wk 
two Opmons , Cc? In the which words of the Prophet, 
I obſcrue foure ſpeciall things worthy of conlideration, 
f, Dinijio. 
Firſt,he reproucth the l{raclites for their halting con» T, 
ſciences betweene two religions. 
Secondly, heedeclareth vnto them that they cannot 
ſcrue both Bal and God together, and thatreligion is 


not athing indifferent. 
Thirdlic, hee exhorteththem to conltancic inreligi. 3 


on, ard in following of God. 
Fourthlic , theſuccelle which followed this reproofe #4 


of the Prophet. 
I; 
oi In the reproofe of the Prophet. 


I obſcrue theſe foure points. 
Firſt,who it is that reproueth, Flac, | 
Secondlic, the perſons whom he dothreproue ; The 


I 

people of Iſracl. - 
Thirdlie, the perſon before whom : King Ahab. 3 
Fourthlic,the thing he reproucth in the people: their 4 


waucring and vnconſtancie in matter of religion, 
Inthe perſon of Fes. wee haue tooblerue the great The perſon 


zcale,conſtancie,and holdneſle, which ſhould bec in the otElias, 
t miniſters and preachers of the Goſpel. For vntothem 
it bclongeth to preach the preachings the Lorde hath 


bidden them , and to proclaime his vengeance againſt 
: B 3 liagcrs, 


—_ 


Ee 


Mich. z.$. 


1.Kmg.22. 
13.14- 


2.Kimp.3. 
13.14. 


Eccleſiaſt. 
cap.48.1., 
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ſinners, yeacuen to ſtand at the gates of paradiſe with a 
flaming ſword in their mouth againſt obſtinate and vn« 
repentant linners That which the prophet Micheas faith 
of hi mſclfe, that he was fall of power by the ſpirit of the Lord, 
and of indgem:»1t, and of firength, to declare unto Tacob hu 
tranſgreſſion, an to [acob his ſinne, was as truly verified in 
his owne perion whom neither the Courtlike perſwali- 
ons of the Eunuch that went for him, nor the conſent of 
409. Prophets, nor the fauour of two Kings, nor the 
danger of his owne head could driue him from the word 
of God:And when the Eunuch had ſaid vnto him,behold 
now the words of the Prophets declare good things wnto the 
King with one accord : let thy word therefore, 1 pray thee be 
hike vn.to the word of one of the, and ſpeake thou g00d, Micheas 
anſwered him roundly, As the Lord lineth, whatſoeer the 
Lerd(aith unto me,that will I ſpeake. 

The like zeale and courage we reade in Scripture to 
hauec beene in Elzews the. Prophet, vnto whom when 
King Jchoram, Ahass (on had (ent to know of him what 
lucceile his battell intended again(t the King of Afoab 
was like to hauc, the Prophet very boldly an{wered the 
King afterthis manner ; What hae [ to doe wth thee ? get 
thee to the Prophets of thy Fathers, and tothe Prophets of thy 
mother and ſaid moreouer vnto him, as the Lord lincth, in 
whoſe ſight I ſtand , if it were not that [ regarde the preſence 
of Ichoſaphat the king of Iudah, Iwonld not once hane looked 
towardes thee nor ſeene thee, But of all others commended 
in ſcripture for zcale and courage,the prophet Elias may 
caric the praiſe from chem al: Of whom in Ecclcliaſticus 
it is thus reported, that he ſtood like a fire, and his words 
burxed like a lampe, and becauſe the people of Iracl conld 
not away with the commandement of the Lord, by the word of 
the Lord he ſhut the heanen, and ſo brought a famine pon 
them. He was appointed to reprone in due ſeaſon, and to pacifie 
the wrath of the Lords indgement before it kindled, and ſo to 
turne the hearts of the Fathers to the chilaren, and the hearts 


of 
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of the children to their fathers. Vnto the which place the 
Angell Gabrie/ prognytn g before hand vnto Zacharie, 
what manner of perſon his ſonne /ohn Baptiſt ſhould be, 
| alludeth, ſaying z that he ſhould goe before the Lord mthe Luk.1,17 
power and ſpirit of Elias, totwrne the hearts of the fathers to ; 
. * thechildren, andthe diſobedient to the wiſedome of the inſt, to 
| make readie a people prepared for the Lord, O that all the 
. Preachers and Miniſters of this kingdome were fo po- 
ſciſed with the power and ſpirit of E/as, that by beating 
downelinne and wickednetle, by the ſword of the ſpirit, 
avd by giuing knowledge of faluation tothe people of 
God, they might prepare the waics of the Lord by pul- 
ling downe the mountaines, by railing and filling vp 
the vallies, by making crooked things ſtraight, by ma- 
| King rough waics ſmooth ; By the monntaines are vnder- 
ſtood, men that are very high and proud mm the opinion of their 
owne righteonſnes, which by the preaching of the Goſpell ſhall 
abate their pride, and ſo come to Chriſt. By the wvallies are 
meant, men that are viterly deſpiſed of all men, and altogether 
lining in diſþaire : ſuch ſhalbe raiſed vp to the fellowſhip and 
Communion of the kingdome of heauen : By crook-d things a> e 
ſignified ſuch things as hane beene —_ and writhed ſur- 
drie wates, which ſhall be made ſtraight by the lenell and ſqmire 
of the Goſpcll, For how ſhall a young man ( [auth Dania) clenſe Pſal.t19.9. 
his wates, but by ruling himſclfe after the word of God. As for 
the rough waies that ſhalbe made plaine, they are calied rough 
by reaſon of th: thernes of manifold vices, and naughtie de- 
fires and luſts, the ſhort is, that the comrſe of all things ſhalbe 
changed toſuch contraries, that all impediments and lettes that 
ſhall hinder the courſe of the Goſpel, ſhall be broken, and ſo the 
Preachers of Chriſt: ſacred word & Goſpel, ſhall make readse 
4 people prepared for the Lord. But alas we arc fallen into 
theſe miſerable daies, cuen the worſtand laſt daics, that 
we arc (ofarre off from ſuffering ourſelues tobe repro- 
ucd when we ſinne, that wedoe reioyce when we doc 


wickedly, ; 
/ | We 


OD CI ous. 
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Wee cannot abide to haue our faults touched, Our 

Pride is growenas high asthe Heauen : our couctoul- 
neile is funke as deepe as hell z and yet wee cannot in a- 
ny wiſeſuffer ourſclues to be reproued, Weeſay to the 
preachers , Peace, and talke notvntovs inthe name of 
the Lord ; tcll not vs of the Scripture : Tell not vs of - 
Chriſt, of Pctcr,of Paul: wee bid the preacher (peake vs 
faire,and we bid him bletle choſe things, which arc accur- 
ſed by Gods owne mouth. - Nay ,manicthereare which 
are aſrcady wearie of the Goſpel,and wearie of their prea« 
chers, they call them Pulpit-men of the ſpirite, Prieſts, 
and | know not what,as though themſclues had nothing * 
to doc with theſpirite of God. They lay the Preacher is 
too bulic, hee medleth with thathe knoweth nor. Yes, 

thou fooliſh man,he knoweth it well enough. He knows 
eth that pride is pride: thatextortion is extortion : that 

couctoulnes is couctouſnes: that ſacriledge is ſacriledge: 

that vſuric is vſuric: that ſinne is ſinne : and thou, and 

thine owne conſcience knoweth it too, if thou wouldeſt 

be knowen of it. 

But God is iuſt , and as theextremediſdaine of Gods 

truth,and his holie Goſpel, deſcrueth che cxtremitic of 
Godsvengeance; Socan itnotbee withoutſpeedic,and 

carneſt repentance,butthatthis Goſpel,that we are alrea- 
. dic ſo wearie of, ſhall bee taken away from vs; cucn the 

kingdomeof God , which is the truc vnderſtanding of 
Gods word,ſhall be taken away from vs: And then, what 
can there remaine,but blindnetle and ignorance, which 
is the kingdome of the duel], 

But this is the only comfort that Preachers hauc in this 
great contradiftion and oppoſition of the wor Idegth at if 
they hauc a carcfull cndeuour to diſcharge a good con- 
ſcience incrying outagainſt wickednetle : and lifting vp 
their voices,like a Trumpet againit the diſorders of come 
monlife , God Almightic will ſoarmical! ſuch zealous 

preachers,withſuchan inuincible ſtrength and conſtan- 
cic 


cie;that all the powers of the world ſhall ncuer be ableto 
oucrcome them. 

Bee not afraide, ((aith God to the Prophet Teremie) of 
their faces, for bekolde((aith hee) 7 hawe this day made thee a 
defenced citie , and an iron pillar , and walles of braſſe agarrt 
the whole land, againſt the kings of [uda, and againſt the Prin« 
ces therof,againſt the Prieſts therof C5 againſt the people of the Ter, 1- 18, 
land. They ſhall fight againſt thee,but they ſhall not premaule a- 

ainſt thee, For [ am with thee,to deliner thee, ſaith the Lord, 

What ſaith S. Cyprian, Shall the inuincible Tents of Chriſt, 

defended with the ſtrength of the Lord, gime place to the terrors ,, . | 
and threatnings of men? Sha'l the Church yeeld to the Capi- Lib.1, Epiſte 
tol ? Shall the ontrages of madde men be greater then the ad Cornet: 
indoements and cenſures of miniſters * No , God forbid, 
it muſt not be ſo, For, are nutthe preachers the lights 
of the world , and therefore appointed by God to «l- 
pic faultes ? are they not the voice of /ohn Bapriſt? why 
then ſhould not they crie out againſt (linnes 5 Sceing 
thercfore, they are the (cers of the Lorde, they muſt not 
be blinde : and beingthe Lords cricrs,they muſt not be 
dumbe , nor tongue-tyed. And thus much touching 
the perſon of Elias. 

Inthe perſon of king 44a, I note how ſtronglic and 
forciblic an cuill example of a wicked Prince, drawcth 
the peopleto imitate, and to make all the ſubjeRes with 
whome they liuc, aslike vnto them in naughtinetle , as 
Becs arclike vnto Bees, 

Regis ad exemplum totus componituy Orbis . 

Weeall knowe the force of Example, Like people, like 
Pri-fl :like jernant like Maiſt er: like maide like 1:i#tris: like 
buyer like ſeller:like lender, like borrower: like ginzr like taker 
towv/urie. Sothat the greaterthe example is, the greater 
autoritic ir hath todraw to ſimilitude. . 

When Abimelechcut downe his bough and bare it on 7#45, 9.48. 
hisſhoulder,then all the people did ſo and followed him, 1+ &*ng: 12. 


When King leroboam made two golden Calues,no great 29+ 
C mar- 


Eſa: 24.2, 


2. Chren: 
17.6. 
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maruell if the people ſtraight-waics beganne to Sacrifice 
in Danand Bethel, Dienyſins had no {ooner left off the 
ſtudy of Phloſophie, but all che Courtiers by and by gaue 
it Quer, - 

Princes therefore,and ſuch as are placed in higher de- 
grees, had need to take heede, and diligently to beware 
how they 1inne the ſfinne of /eroboam , which not onely 
ſinned himſclfe, but cauſed //-a-/! to finne, and fo binde 
two (innes together. Thereaſon is, becauſe the veric 
credite, and countenance, and prioritie of their places, 
being ſo eminent, makes others the bolderto linne, be- 
cauſc they (inne with ſuch aRors. And yet thismay ſeeme 
ſtrange inthe corruption of mansnature,thatthe comon 
people are more calily giuento follow their cuill exiples 
and offences,then ready totake benefiteof the good go- 
uernement of godly and religious Princes. 

Tehoſhaphat was a good king, whohfird vp his heart wn- 
to the wayerof the Lorde, walking in the firſt wayes of his fa- 
ther Damid + yet was not his good example ſopotentand 
forcibleto retainc his people in the profeſſion of the true 
worſhip and ſeruice of God, as the euill example of Ahab 
was of power to entice his SubicRs to become worſhip- 
pers of] Bal the [doll of the Sydonians, 

And whereas [ehoſhaptat in pollicic ioyned affinicic 
with £526, and gaue his Sonne1n marriage vnto Athals- 
ah, daughter uf /cz.4bel : becing perſwaded that by this 
matche there would growe a perpetuall peace betweene 
the two kingdoms, being by blood ſuncerely conioined 
together; and withall, conceiuing an atſured hope, by 
this means to reducethe tenTribesto the truce worthip of 
the God whichehen flouriſhed in /ern/ale : he was decei- 
ucd,& lo farre off from attaining to his wiſhed and deli. 
red ende, that the Kings of 7/rae/ (tood moſt (lifflic in 
maintenance of their prieſt-mate idolatrie,and by their 
wicked exiple,drew almoſt all /a4atothe ſame moſt ab. 
hominable worſhip of Baal, For as the florie of theſcripture 
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recordeth, lehoſaphat was no ſooner dead, but Ichoram his 

ſomne by the conn/ell of wicked Athalia his wife, being placed mn 

the kingdome of his fuher, and making him{elfe ſtrong, ſlew all 

bus brethren with the ſmord, and ſo continued to walke in the 

way of the kings of 1{rael, the reaſon whereof is ſet dawne by the 2, Chys, 
holy ghoſt, becanje he had Athalia the danghter of Ahab to 21.4. 

wife, but the Lord plaguea him, be:anſe he made Tuda and the 

anhabitants of leruſalem to gee a whoring, as the houſe of 2 Chro.21, 


Ahab went a whoring, and had ſlaine the brethren of his fa 1 5. 


ther which were better then himſelfe. So that after many cal- 
mities that befell Ichoram the king for his falling away from 
God, the Lord (mote his bowelles with an incurable diſeaſe,and 
ſoafter two yeares his guites fell out with his diſeaſe. 

His ſome Ahaziah partly moned by the example of his 
father to commu idulatrie; partly egged on by the perſwaſion of 
his mother Athalia, who coun(elied him to doe wickedly, and 
principally chooſing onely ſuch to be his counſellers, which were 
of the houſe of Ahab, which were indeed to his deſtruttion, go- 
mg with Tehoram his wncle the ſonne of Ahab to fight 4» 
gainſt Hazacl kang of Aram, was luine ty the bands of Iehu, 
whom the Lord had annointed to deſtroy the houſe of Ahab, 
whoſe d:ſlrnttion came of the Lora,becanſe he toyned himſelfe 
with goddes enemies. After his de.uth Athalia ſeerng that her 
ſonne was dead, to the intent there ſhould remaine none of the 
rojall progemie of Dauid, that ſhould make title and claime to 
the crowne and kinodeme of luda, ſhe aroſe and d:ſtrojed all 
the kings ſeed of the howſe of luda, Bur God almightie be» 
cauſe of the conenant which be had made with Diuid, and be- 
Cauſe he had made a promiſe to ginea light unto him, andto 
his ſonnes for ener , ſlirred vp the heart of Ieholthabcath 
the daugter of the king, and /iſi er of Ahaziah to commuſera- 
tion,who tooke lacs the ſonne of Ahazial), and ſtole Hum away - 

from the Gings ſonnes that ſhould be lame, and put him ana his 
nurſe in the bed chamber, and ſo by hiding of him in the houſe of 
Gol during thoſe ſix: yeares wherein Athaliah raigned owe r 
the land, preſerned his life, Thus we may (ee what itisfor 

C 2 godly 
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godly Princes to ioyne affinitie with the houſe of Ahab, 
and how quickly [ds and the inhabitants of Jeruſalem 
were inticed and drawne to goe a whoring, as the houle 
of Ahab went a whoring; whereas none of all the kings 
of Iſrael could cuer be drawne by the voyces of the Pro- 
phets of God ſent vntothe to worſhip the Lord in /cru- 
Salem which was the place,where the Lord comanded his 
' nameto be called on. We reade how the Egyptians not- 
withſtanding the people of God continu-d many yeares 
among them in Egypt, wherethey might {ce how God 
was truly to be worſhipped, yet for all their conuerſing 
with them,were litle or nothing the better for them: but 
plaine it is, that the /ſ-ae{ites after their departure from 
Egypt, did many yeares after (mell of the leuen of Egypr, 
where they law before theireyes both calues, ſheepeand 
oxen worſhipped in ſtead of gods, which cauſed thiem 
many times to commit moſtgroſle, & abominable ido- 
latrie, the reaſon why the nature of man is ſopliable to 
learne all manner of wickednelile ( for deciles imitnndss 
trrpibus & pranis onmes ſums), is becauſe the nature of 
linne is ſuch, ſo potent & ſtrong, that cally and quickly, 
it creepeth, and corrupteth, which in good things a man 
ſhall hardly (ec. A litle ſowre will (pill a great deale of 
ſweete, but it is no ſmall ſtore of ſweete, that will take 
away t uta litle bitternetle. Alitle blacke wil marre agreat 
deale of white: but it is not ſo in the contrarie, It is not (o 
calic for a drop of water to quench a great fire, as it is for 
a litle ſparke to burne vp a whole citic, By this which 
hath-beene alreadie (aid, it may ſufficiently appeare 
how ſtrongly the cuill example of wicked Princes doth 
induce, and draw the common people to imitate ſuch 
vices as they (ce in their Princes vnder whom they 
liue. An let this (uthceto haue obſcrued inthe perſon 

of Ahab. 

Touching the people whom the Prophet reproueth 
in this, for their halting conſciences, and doubling in 
matter 
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matter of religion, we may (ce the proneneſſe and in- 
clination of mans corrupt kind and nature to the moſt 
abominable vice of idolatrie. Truc it is,that mans nature 
/ at the firſt had vnderſtanding graunted tothe end that 
the truth might be learned by them, and the true wor- 

| ſhip of the one God, the onely Lord and maker of all. 
| But the diuels malice craftily came in place, and cauſed 
men to forget their owne eſtate, and the maicſtic of God 

for their owne imaginations. So that fleſh delightingin 

her owne deviſes, hath made vs prone aboue all uther 

faultes,toſuperſtition and wicked veoippings Juncrte 
lawes and ordinances almightic God dcliuercd to his 

people to be kept ; yet concerning none other matter, 

did he giue cither mo, or more carne(t, andexprelle 
lawes than thoſe that concerned the true worſhipping of 
him, and flying of 1dolles, and images and idolatric, and 
yet it is ſtrange to conlider how the Iewes the onely 
choſcn people of God, notwithſtanding they were lo 
often,and carneſtly warned,ſo dreadfully threatned con- 
cerning images z{o many times and ſo cxtreamely pu- 
niſhedtherc jw; ſhould yet for allthis, like blinde men 

without all knowledge and vnderſlanding diſhonour 
and diminiſh the high maicſtic of the liuing God by the 
baſcnetle and vilencile of ſundric and diverſe images of 
dead ſtones, and (tockes, and mcttalles to whom they 

bowed and gaue worſhip. 

The meanes how the people ofthe lewes fell toſuch 
grolle idolatrie, was parily by the inclication of their 
owne corrupt nature, and partly occalior ed by the gen- 
tiles and heathen people dwelling round about them, 
which were idolaters:tor thus the Prophet Ezechie/telli- 
fheth of them, that they were wont to lay, we will be as Exe.20. 32. 
the heathen, and as the families of the countries, and we will 
ſerme wood ard ſtone. We (ce how the Iewes forced Aaaron 
aforc his brother Moſes could deſcend from the mount, 


to makethem a golden calfe: Vp ſay they to Moſes, and Exod. 32.1. 
C3 Aaron, 
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Aaron, make 11 podder that may gee before vi. Exechicl 
affirmeth, that when the /ſraelrerwere yetin Egypr,they 
had rebelled againſt the Lord, and had not caſt away the 
abominations of cheir eyes, nor yet forſaken the idolles? 
of che countric, Yea when they were inthe land of Ca- 
naan,they tad no ſooner taſted of the ſweernelle thereof, 
but whenthey [cw enery hie hill, and all the thicke trees, they 
offered there their ſacrifices, and there they preſented their 
offerings of proecation : there alſo they made their ſweete ſa- 
wour, and powred out there their drinke offerings. We may 
reade and (ee in the booke of ludges,that notwithſtan- 
ding God ſundric times woſt gricuoully plagued them 
for their idolatricy yet ſtill they went a madding after 
their idolles. We (ce that after the zealous kings Ezechias 
and /oftas had reformed religion, and reduced it. to his 
ancicnt puritic, the people were ſo prone to the contra- 
ric, that immediately the people after their deceaſc, re- 
turned to their vomite againe. Yea when the ten tribes 
were brought to Captiuitie for ſeruing God otherwiſe 
then he would, the tribe of /nda was not by this their 
brethrens plague amended: nor when they were 
brought vnder yoke themſeluzs, they conlidered any 
whit,the cauſe of their diſtretſe, which was the forſaking 
ofthe Lord their God. When they were in Babylon, they 
went as necre as they could to the rires of gentilitic, and 
returning againe into the land of promiſe, vnder Amt. 
och they fell againe. Such is,and ſuch hath alwaics been 
the violent per{waſion of errour, and (ſuch is the force of 
ſuperſtition, that aſſvone as cuer occalion is miniſtred, 
our corrupt nature inclineth to it, defiring alwaies of our 
ſclucs toattemper goddes ſeruice to our outward fenſes. 
That bletſed impe,our late ofias, K. Fdward the.6.was no 
ſooner departed this life, but the common people of the 
land,as though they had ncuer heard of God,ncuer heard 
any Preacher that (ſhewed them the good and right way, 


were mad after pilgrimages, pardons, &c: with other 
ſuch 
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ſuch idle toyes.No maruaile then,if al men generally be. 
ing as wel inclined of their owne corrupt naturerd (viri- 
tuallfornication as tocarnall, an\l tha: the nature of man 
is no otherwilc bent to worſhipping of images (uf he may 
hauc them, and ſee them) thet1to uv horedome and forni- 
cation in the company of harlots,no meruzilc I (ay, it fo 
many occaſions being miniltred partly by the Pricts 
and leſuites remaining in priſorg, and lmking in Jtucrſe 
parts of this kingdemcoand —_ by the commingin of 
forrainc Emballadours intothis land, which arc in right 
permitted to haue the free vic and cxercile of the pre- 
ſent Romane Religion,there arc ſo many of our people, 
ſpecially of women (a (ex cu:r too credulous and apt to 
belecuc) which are hke the idolatrous Iewes,cuen mad in 
running to heare and (cea Prieſt ſay Maile, which Maile 
they are (trongly borne in hand, thatitis the moſt pre- 

cious treaſure, and invaluable icwell that cucr Chriſt 
leftto his Church, that the want thereof isto be redee- 
med not ofiely with the lofle of an 100 markes, but with 
the loiſc ot an 109. thouſand liues. Butto ſpeake of the 
Matle, as the truth of the thing requireth, and as hereat- 
ter] will more largely proue, this I fay, that the popiſh 

Matle, as now it is vſed inthe Church of Rome,is a very 

ſca ofabominations, a gulte, a hel of iniquitic, the vilelt 
villaine that cucr crept intothe Church of Goy,being (o 
many waics derogatorie to the death and blood{hedding 
of Icſus Chriſt, wherein poore imple ſfoules are forced 

to attribute diuine honour toa pecce of breade, which 

the Papitts teach them to call their Lord and their God, 
andalſo made belecue that the very hearing of a Maſle 

is auailable vato them ex opere operato, that is, onely be- 

caulc it is ſaid and done; and la(tly, that the Maſle in all 

reſpes of power and vertuc is as auailzble and effeftuall 

for the remiſſion of linnes, as was the ſacrifice of Chrilt 
vpon the crolle, the abſurditic of which poſitions ſhall 


recciuc a iuſt confutation, when I come to hy —_ 
uc 
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P05, fuch yn—_—_ and as may be produced out of 
WEE the of God, for the diſprouing of their daily Sa- 
crifice of their Malle. 

Having thus farre ſpoken ofthe perſon of Zlize,and of 
the perſon of Abab,and of the peoplc whom the prophet 
Elizs thus reproucth ; itremaineth now that I (peake of 
the ſpeciall thing which hee reproucth in them : that is, 
theirhalting betweene tgo opinions, nut being reſolued 
whether God were the Lord, or Bal, Which may ſeeme 
the more ſtrange , that this people which were the ſeede 
of Abrahim tic Lords owne inheritance, the dearly be- 
loucdof Gods owne (foule, a people whome the Lorae 
had choſen among all Nations,to bea preciouspeople to 
himſelfc,aboue all people on the earth,in Name. praiſe, 
andglorie: Apcoplethatſo many times,and ſo folemn- 
lic had proteſted , God forbid wee ſhould ferſake the Lord 
our God, to ſerne other Gods : the Lord our God we will (crne, 
and his voyee wee will obey : that this people (I ſay) ſhould 
ſtand in doubt , whether that GOD that had wrought (o 
many miracles for their deliutrance, which had brought 
them out of rhe Land of Egipr,witha ſtrong and a migh- 
tic hand,» hich had led them,and fed them in the wilder- 
nes with Mama from heauen,for the ſpace of qo. yeares, 
preſeruing them in all the way which they went, and de- 
ſtroying their enemies before them,& laltly in theende, 
bringingthem intothe Land of Canaan, whether he were 

the cnely true God to be worſhipped and followed,or ra- 
ther Baal, in ſo much, that when the prophet E/ras had 
Gid vato them , If rhe Lorde be God followe him : if Baal be 
hee , goe aftrr him. Silence was the onely anſwere they 
made him, being notable otherwiſe to anſwere him one 

word. 
Vnto this baſe irreſolution the people were thus del- 
tely brought z partly being moucd through feare of 
fn and mightic a Prince, and'ſo greatly aduancing 
the worſhip of Baal, as king Ahab did , by the — 

an 


The thing hee 


reproucth, 
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and provocation of his wife. So that perceiuing how 
both the King and Queene,and almolt all the Nobllitic, 
being wholly affeed & addited tothe worſhip of Baal, 
by reaſon of the weakeneſTe and infirmitie of their faith, 
were not abletorelſolue in themſelues, what they might 
doc, or how they might bclicue, ſtanding in a marme- 
ringthis way and that way, one and the ſame man would 
ſomtimes worſhip the Lord,and an other while Baal,and 
ſometimes bothtogether,being pertwaded that religion 
was a thing indifferent, and that it did not matter how 
they ſerued God, if they had any careat all to ſerue him, 
whether they ſcrued kim alone, or (crued him with anie 
oth:r. Butlittle did this people vnderfland that religi- 
on is not ascucrie common matter of mans life : but a 
thing to be meaſured,not by opinion,but by truth; to be 
choſen , not by example , but by judgement; to be hol- 
den,not for companic,but for conſcience lake. 

ln this irrgſolution and waucring inconſtancic of the 
people of //rxc/ , wee may asina glalle, beholdeand fce 
our (clucs,cucn the (tate and condition of our owne peo- 
ple ; how manie chere are yet in our dayes, which nots 
withſtanding they haue bene bred and broughtvp in this - 
religion,which by Godsgreat mercy this day is profetled 
in the Church of Exg/arnd, yet partly by the corruption 
of cheir owne nature, partly led by the mouing perſwali- 
ons of reculant Papilts, but ſpecially being inticed there- 
vnto, by thoſe talle impoſtors & decciucrs of the world, 
I meanethe Pric(?s and [cluites, beginneto call the truth 
of our religion into queſtion, ſtanding in a maze, what 
they may doc,whome they may followe, what they may 
belicuc; ſometime in louc and liking of currcligion,o- 
therwhile againe,being wearic of the Goſpell, imbracing 
the Romanercligion,falſcly called by the name of the Ca- 
tholike Religion,and lo daily waucring betweene two opi- 
nions, declarc themſclucs indeed to bee of no Religion, 
For whom as my daily prayer to God is and ſhall be,that 
D he 
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he would be pleaſed to graunt them a ſolide and (trong 
p-r{walion in the profeſſion and defence of the true,and 
onely ancient Catt.olike faith of Chrilt delivered vntovs 
in the holy ſcriptures of God,and withail, ſuch a meaſure 
of heauenly wiſcdome, that they may be able to difcerne 
things that differ one fromanother,and to giue afuund 
iudgement berweene that which is countcrtaite, and the 
truc Catholike faith and religion of Chril}. So I could 
wiſh, that they would conlider with mee, cnd thatthey 
would (crioully ponder withcarnelt and vpright aduilc- 
ment theſe ewe reaſons, or motiues, which here I will ſet 
downe, which may ſerue in fleed of ſomany ſeucrall de- 
monſtrations,to proue that this ſame doArine we preach 
this day in all thereformed churches of Chriltendome, 
is the verietruth of the Goſpel of Chrill. 

Firſt, would haue them but to weigh the beginnings 
and proceedings of ourreligicn, how in a manner, all 
ehe traucls of our aduerſaries haue come to nought,and 
how no bodie driving it forward without any worldlic 
helpe,it hath taken increale,and by little & little is ſpread 
oucr into all countreys And verilic it cannot chuſe but 
carric great weight of perfwalion , to moue the conlci. 

ace of any man,to ſee {Oo many kingdoms and countrics 
ioyne together inthe profeſſion and obedience of one 
truth, Andthere is no doubt but cucn this day , manic 
thouſandes are the [ooner led to humble themſclues to 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, for that they ſee( tothe vr ſpeake- 
able gricte of the Pope and his favourites) the whole 
world, thatis toſay,the whole Church of God is conten- 
ted,ſo willingly :nd ſo humbly toimbracethe (aire, 

Againc, Ict them but conſider, that they haueſcene 
with their owne eyes, howthe Golpcll which hath bene 

reached vato them,and which ſomtimes with ioy they 
__ recciued, cuen amiddes ſo many ſtormes and tem- 
peſts, through death and perſecution, notwithſtanding 
the abundance of innocent Chriſtian blood , which hath 
beuc 


OE IO" A”. 


a ce er ret a 
. 


betweene two opinions, 19 


beene ſhed over all the world, hath had a ſtrange and 
wonderfull increaſe, ſo that the more our religion hath 
beene perſecuted, the more (till it hath increaſed, and 
this was cucr reputed by the ancient fathers, to be the 
proper priuiledge and excellencic of truth, abou- all o- 
ther [c&ts, to come out of perſecution as gold out of the 
fire, more bright, morc illuſtrious, morc eminent then 
before. 

Athird motive or forcible inducement to iuſtifie the ; 
truth of the Goſpel now preached, may be this, cuenthe 
duc conſideration of that vniucrſalitic of learning, and 
ſauing knowledge, wherewith God hath blcilſcd theſe 
daics of ours, more plentifully, and in greater mealure 
then in former times he hath done. In ſo much that 
whereas the Prophet E/ay ſpeaking of that aboundance 
of knowledge, which ſhould be vncer the kingdome of 
Chriſt, in the time of grace, hath theſewords, The earth Eſa.ti.g. 
ſhall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters that co« 
wer the ſea: and likewiſe the Prophet Toel, I nill powre out Toel, 2.28. 
my ſþiru wpon all fleſh,and your ſonne» and your daughters ſhall 
prophecie : Tour cl.4 men ſhall dreame drcames, and your yong 
men ſhall ſee viſions and alſo pon the ſernants,and handmaiades 
nill I pore my ſpirit, We may truly fay in this accepted 
time, and this day of faluation, that thele ſcripturesare 
fulfill-d in our cares, cucn our enemics being iudges, 
who haue confciled that the word of God was neuerin 
any ageſo plainely taught and delivered, as inthis time 
whercin we liue, that we may truly and iuſtly ſay, apply 
ing the words of our Sauaur Chriſt to our (clues, bleticed 
arc the cyes which hauc (cence thoſe things which we 
have ſcene, there hamng heene many millions and 
th: 1iſands of our forchathers, which dereſting the Anti- 
chriſtian pride, & other looſe behauiour of the Romane 
Clergie, ciudeuouring to ſerue the Lord after the pre- 
ſcript of his once word, delired tohaucſcenc, but one of 
the daics wiiich we hauc ſcene and couldnot : who al- 

D 2 though 
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though with Lor,they vexed their righteous ſoules in the 
middes of a /tiritzall Sodome , yet like Sea-fiſh, which is 
alwaics moſt freſh in ſalt-water, they kept themſelues vn- 
ſpotted of the world,and would not ſpot their ſoules with 
{uch horrible cotaminatiors, wherwich the whole world 
almoſt was dcfiled in thoſe times of great darknetleand 
ſuperſtition. 

The concluſion isthis ; that ſecing over all the Chri- 
ſtian world, where the Goſpell hath had free pallage, all 
thoſe places whereſocuer the ſound thereof is heard, arc 
full of the knowledge of the Lord z and that on the other 
ſide, where poperie preuaileth, there is nothing bur ig- 
norance and ſuperſtition, the truth with tyrannie & cru- 
eltic being kept vnder, by reaſon of the Span inquiliti- 
on,thar this is a veric {trong motiue to per[wade,that the 
Golpell this day preached in the reformed Churches of 
Chriſtendome, is the infallible and vndoubted word of 
God, 

Fourthlic, it was cuer reputed and accounted for a 
ſpeciallfruite ofthe Goſpel,to teach people obedience to 
their Gouernours, to vpholde the State and Maicllic of 
Kings and Princes, into whoſe hands God hath commitr- 
ted the ſword of publike authoritic. Now our aduer(a- 
rics cannot chuſe butſee, andall the Chriſtian world can 
witneſſe with vs this day, that in all thcſe places whereat 
this preſent through Gods goodnes and mercy,the truth 
of the goſpel 18 taught , all ſuch places are become more 
obcdientto ſuperior powers then cuer they were before. 
That there is greater maieſtic to be found, letle arrogan- 
cicandtyrannic: the Prince more honourcd , the Com- 
mon-wealth and Church in far greater quiet,then in for- 
mer time of corruption,when neither the Prince knewe 
what belonged to him, nor the ſubicfts knewe what pro- 
perly belonged cither to (ear, or vnto God, 

And vcrilic onereaſon to per{wade anie mans con(ci- 


ence,that popcric is not of God,may be this: that where- 
as 
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as the doAtrine of the Goſpel is adoAtrine of obedience, 
which Chriſt both taught and acted ; his Apoſtles both 
by precept and practiſe confirmed: & whereas the whole 
current and (Ireame of antiquitic runneth the ſame way, 
-that all manner of perſons, yea the BB. of Rome them- 
ſelues for many hundred yearcs together, did acknow- 
ledge the Emperour for their Lord, licgeLord and Mai- 
ſter, the dofrine of the preſent Church of Rome per- 
ſwadeth flatly to diſobedience and plaine rebellion. It 
teacheth that the people vpon the Popes warrant may 
lawfully beare armes againlt their ſoucraigne : that by 
diſpenſation from the Pape;they may lawfully renounce 
thcirallegiance, yea further vponthe Popes iubet, they 
may lay violent hands vpon him. And ſo the leſuites 
hauec deliuercd it for the relolute and vndoubted iudge- 
ment of the Church of Romegthat it i a thing both lawſull, 
and meritorious to kill and to murther Chriſtian Princes pro- 
Yefſing a contrarie religion to the dotirine and fauth of that 
Church, poperic therfore that profetleth, nota lawtulnes 
oncly, but a merite in ſuch deſperate attempts, contrarie 
tothe manifelt voyce of God, Thou ſhalt not kill, doth 
clearcly conuince it ſclfe,and thew it (clfe to be a religion 
of the diucll, and not of God. Let this then ſuffice for a 
concluſion of my fourth motiue, to (hew, that this is the 
alone propertic of the Goſpel, whereſocucrtruc religion 
fAlouritheth, to ſcaſon the —_ both of yourg and old 
with truc ſubicRion and Chriſtian obſcquioulnetle to 
the higher and ſuperiour powers. | 
Fif.ly if long peace, wealth and proſperitic tothe out- 
ward bleſlings of God (as vndoubtedly they be) where. 
by he declar:th his fpeciall ftauour vnto that Prince and 
kingdome, which fearc him, and Forſhiphim lincerely, 
and with whom he is well plealcd, according to his word 
and prowilcs in the (criptures, that this mult be an argu= 
ment both ofthe (ingular fauour of god to all proteſtant 


Princes that hauc imbraced the Golpel,and of the ſincere 
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religion profeſſed by them wherewith he is well pleaſed. 
For of all the Kings of /nda, who cuer more abounded 
with all peace and worldly felicitie then thoſe who were 
molt religioully addicted and affeRed tothe leruice of 
God,as loſias, Ez:chias, [ehoſaphat,Danid, Salomon ? Thus 
the Lord ſpake to king /choiakim by his Prophet lere- 
mie ; Did not thy father lolias eate and arinke and proſper 
nhen he executed indgement and inſtice ? and was wot all this 
becanſe he knew me,laith the Lord ? What Prince was there 
eucr in the world cither more honoured or feared then 
Cenſ(antine the great was after he had once recceiued the 
Chriſtian religion? all the kingdomes this day pollciled 
with proteſtant Princes, all the free cities and Common- 
wealths of Helenria, neuer were in more riches or {ctled 
tranquilitic : neuer ſo potent, nor ſo orderly goucrned 
as they be at this day, religion there hauing fo free a 
paſſage, and courſe among them as it hath, and to come 
neerer home to. our owne daics, if we doc but conſider 
with our ownelclucs the long, peaceable and proſperous 
raigne of our late dread ſoucraigne Queene Elizabeth, 
the very ioy of Chriſtendome, whoſe land in her Caics, 
was a ſanQtuaric to all the world groning for the libertic 
of rrue religion, weſhall perceiue that Pom the begin- 
ning of her molt happic raigne vntill the day of her dif- 
ſolution, by gods lingular goodnelle, this kingdome of 
great Britaine, hath enioyed more vniucrlall peace, the 
people of the land encreaſedin greater numbers in more 
ſtrength,with greater riches,and leile ſicknetle, the earth 
hath»yeclded more fruits,and gencrally al kind of world- 
ly felicitic hath more abouunded ſince, and during the 
time of the Popes thunders, bullies, curſcs and male- 
ditions, then in any Ather long time bcforc, when the 
Popes pardons and t leſſings came vearcly into the 
Realme, asthey did in Queene Aarer daies. And thus 
much for proofe that the outward bleſſings of God, 
which he hath beſtowed ypon ſuch Kings and Princes, 
aid 
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and (ates as hauc embraced the Goſpel of his ſonne 
Chriſt Icſus, are vndoubted arguments and demonſtra- 
tions of the truc and fincere religion profetled by 
them, 

The laſt motiue to perfwade any Chriſtian man, not 
wiltully blinde to embrace the religion this day profe(- 
ſed inthe reformed Churches, is with an vnpartiall eyc 
to conlider the great , {range and maruclous things, 
which the Lord hath done for che honour and aduance- 
ment of the Goſpel in ſuch places where it hath bene re- 
ceived, Isitnot ſtrange that Afartine Lxiher having his 
enemies ſo many, ſo malicious, ſo mightic, ſhould not. 
with(tanding afternine and twentie yeares preachinggdic 
quictly in his bed, in peace both of body and minde,and 
be buried with that honour, that fewe of his ranke and 
ſorte was euer before 2 Who could euer haue thoughe 
that after ſuch a (traunge and a molt cruell matlacre 
in France about the yearc 1572. there ſhould haue beene 
remaining ſomuch as any one Proteſtantaliue? and yet 
notwithſtanding all that crueltic, though fewe in num- 
ber forſaken and deſtitute of all worldly atlurances, be- 
ing breught as it were to nothing, haue yet ſtrangely 
and indeed miraculouſly lifted vp their heads againe 
to the terrour and confulion of their proudeſt enc- 
mics. 

Againe how can we conceiue it poſſible, that the citic 
of Genera !hould cuer be able to hold out fo long againſt 
ſomany intended inuations and plottes by the Duke of 
Sauoie entending their vtter ruine and deſolation, but 
that the hands oftheirarmics were ſtrengthened by the 
hand of the mightic God of Jacob, their ([trong redee- 
mer, who maintaining their cauſe againſt the rage of 
their enemics, compalled then about with many ioy- 
full deliuerances, hiding them as it were a ſhaft in the 
quiver of his molt carefull, and mercifull prouli- 
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#Purpoſed and intended by that invincible 
aegt ebeSpaniards in 88. the Chri(tia world can wit- 
netle, That it was nothing el(c but to bring this noble 
Realeie of England into (lauiſh bondage. And did not 
almightic God the ſonne ſtand vpon our gard by getting 
himfelfe honour vpon Pharas, and vpon all the Egypri- 
- 4#7, cuen vpon that great Armado, which had beene (0 
EPA Jong in preparing, ſothat their Altar-God, their Cruci- 
2 fix God, their Capitolian God, were not as our God, our 
encmies being iudges,{undrie of the ſouldiours of Spaine 
confelling, that during all the time of the fight at (ea, 
Chriſt had ewed himſclfe a plaine Lutherane. But let vs 
looke alitle further into the exceeding fauour of God 
ſhewed in particular to the late Queene Elizabeth, how 
many and ſundric times was her deare(t blood ſought, 
and how neere the bloudic traitcurs-hauc beene tothe 
very execution of their diucliſh deligyements, fomevt 
them and more then once or twice, 'in neereſt and pri- 
uate places with their murderous weapons in their 
hands, and yet behold how (hl! they were preucented,the 
Lord ſtriking them with ſuch a ſuddaine trembling of 
heart, and altonilſhment of minde, that they had ncucr 
the power once to lay violent hands vpon her ? 

If all this doe not ſuthce for proote of the truth on 
our (ide, and not with the Papiſts, let goddes [peciall fa- 
uour miraculouſly ſhewed to the Kings maicſtic that 
now is, and his exceeding bletlings vpon this our coun- 
tric by his molt happie cntrance vrto this crowne, and 
ſucceile to this kingdome,hbe to vs asit is indeed, an ar- 
gument that the religion profetled this day , is the truc 
religionacceptable to God,& conformable to his word : 
but as God inall ages hath ſhewed his power in the mi- 
raculous and gracious dcliuerance of his Church, and 
protection of his holic and eternall truth, ſo did itncuer 
more clecrely ſhewe it (clte,, then in the wonderfull and 
mighty deliucrice of our gracious K, /ames,the Queen, 
the 


—  —— _ 


- between? two Opinions. 25 
the Prince,and the reſt of the royall braunches, together 
with the Nobilitic , Clergie, and the Commons of this 
Realme, by the pouder-Traytors, the papiſts, appointed 
as ſheepe forthe (laughter. And let thus much be ſuffici - 
ent to hve ſpoken touching the ſtrange and wonderful 
things which a/mighty God hath ſhewed1n the(e laſt daies, 
for the honour of his Goſpell, for the better ſatisfaction 
of them which as yet ſtand in doubt,whether the Goſpel 
we preach,be the onely true & Catholike faith of Chriſt, 
But be(ides thoſe men which (tand at a ſtay,and arc not 


> yet reſolued, which religion, | meane ours orthepapilts 


is trucſt,ther is riſen artother generation of men, that arc 
of opinion , that there is no rcall difference between the 
doQrine of th> preſent Romane church, & thereligion of 
the proteſtts, &ſo makea fiuorable compromiſlion,that 
the queſtions uf religion betweene vs might calily be ac« 
corded, which I take to be a thingaltogether impoſlible, 
the Papilts (tanding in ſuch termcs of oppolition againſt 
vs as they doc. I remember my (clfe preaching ata cer- 
fainc countrey pariſh, ſome three yeeres agoe,, a (imple 
countrecy man cotmmeth vnto me,and thus beginneth to 
queſtion with me : Syr, vour preachers make vs limple 
men of the countrey heclicue, that there is a wonderfull - 
great difference betweene the new & old Religion. Pray 
Sir,ſaith he,what oddes is there betweene Cur Farther,and 
Pater noſter ? None at all, {aid I, but onely this,that the 
one is in Latine,and the other in Engliſh, You hauc an- 
ſwered right(ſaith he,and ſo I am perſwaded)that there is 
no other difterence at all betweene the Matle & our En- 
gliſh Communion,hut onely thatthe one isin Latin,the 
other in Engliſh, And uf this opinion it ſeemeth ther be 
manie,which thinke and arc per{waded , that ourrcligi- 
on, and the religion of Roe, arcall one for ſubltance. 
For ſatisfaction therefore of them which thinke our En- 
glith Communion and the popiſhn Male all one for ſub- 
ſtance, I will ſet downe certaine reall differences, _—_ 
E y 
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by it may cuidently appeare,that the dotrine of the po« 
piſh Maſle,neither harh,nor can hane any agreemetat all 
with the Lordes ſupper. - I ſprakeatthistimetomen of 
great vnderſtanding & knowledge, iudge yee what I ſay. 

Firſt, whereasall the ſcruice and ſacraments in $.Pawnls 
time, were done in the congregation, in a knowne lan= 
guage, the whole ſcruice of the Malle is (aide either in 
the Greeke or Latine tongues , not vnderſtood of the 
common vulgar people. 

Chriſt both gauc bread,and likewiſe commanded them 
ſaying, Drinke yee all of this, the Church of Rome will .tno 
hand ſuffer and permit the Lay-peopleto drinke of the 
Cup, calling them Heretthes,and Calixtions, that delire to 
recciue the Cup together with the bread, in the cclebra- 
tion of the Lords Supper. | 

By Chriſts inſtitution the Prieſt and the people ſhould 
both communicate together : but in their Popill; Malle 
the Pricſt is ſuffered to cateand erinke all alone thc peo- 
= ſtanding by,and not partaking the Lords ſupper with 

im. 

Chriſt at his M/aundic inſtituted a Sacrament of thank(- 
giving , and commaunded vs by cating and drinking to 
+ bepartakers of his bodie that was wounded, and of his 
blood which was ſhed the next day,for the remitting and 
pardoning of our (linnes. 

But the Church of Reme hath turned this Sacrament 
into a Sacrifice. And whereas the Sonne of God ſide, 
T ae this and eate it in remembrance of mee , the Church of 
Rom-(aith, take and offer this to bee a propitiatorie (acri- 
ce for the quicke and the dead, 

Chriſt cookethe bread in his hand<, bleſſed it, and gaue 
it to his Diſciples :* but hee did not lay , looke vpon it, 
kneele, and knock vntoit, and worſhip it with diuinc ho» 
nour, all whichthe church of #;»:- commandcth to be 
dorc in their popiſh Mate: bit as Chrift took the bread, 
lo he leftic bread , whereas the popill Pricſt takes bread, | 

and 
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and coniureth it away , by breathing vpon it. 

Laltly, Chriſt ordained his laſt Supper, and inſtituted 
this Sacrament of his hodic and bloud,to this ende, that 
we ſhould continually remember his death vntill his ſe- 

.cond comming,and for that caulc it is called Enchariſtia, 
And whereas Enſcbins faith,that Chriſt con:maunded vs 
tooffer vp a remembrance of his dearth in ſtced of a Sa- 
critice,the popiſh church not conteting themſelues with 
this ſacrifice of praiſe,and thankſg:uing,wlirrcin ve cele- 
brate the remembrance, and as V.:2iuxzr cailctit it, 4 
figure of that great myſ{eric of the deaty of Chrift, chey hold 
that their Maile, which they call The duly Sacrifice of the 
Church, is not a commemoratiuc,buta reall ſacritce,not 
a figure and remembpance of that which is paſt , but the 
thing it ſelfe ; that the ſacrifice Chriſt offered vpon the 
Crolle ,and theirs inthe Malle is all one: that the ſame 
bodic of Chriſt which was borne of the Virgin Aarie, 
and which was offered vp, vpon the Crotle for our Re- 
demption, is the very ſame,cucn idem numero, with that 
which is offered vp by the Prie(t, to God the Father in 
the Malle, for the remillion of linnes. By theſe wateri- 
all differences,which here I hauec (ct downe, it is plaincly 
manife(t,that che popiſh Maſſe doth in manic things va« 
rie & ſwaruc from the inſtitution of Chriſt,as molt plain- 
ly isto be ſcene,in the 1 1.cha: of x. Corint: ver. 2 3.where 
the Apoſtle at large doth deſcribe the whole order and 
inſtitution of the Lords Supper, 

Andthus it is cuidently to be perceiued,that the Maſſe 
as nowitis vſcd, is nothing elſc , hut an heape of ſinfull 
deuifes,and abuſes, inucnted by Sathan and broached by 
Antichriſt, to deface & fruſtratethe Lords ſupper:where 
belidestheirfruitelejle praiers,and ſuperſtitious ceremo- 
nies, their private and halfe communion ſubuerteth the 
Lordes inſtitution : their ſacrifice derogateth from hig 
death and bloud-ſheadir.g : their adoraticn of bread and 
winc,conuinceth them of hainous Idolatrie, * 

E 2 But 
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But to prouec that Proteſtancy and poperie cannot e 
reconciled : Firſt,the Papilts themlſelucs hold the diffe- 
rences betweene vs to bee ſuch: that it is impoffible for 
any Proteſtant to be (aucd, 

Againe,all che grounded divines of the Proteſtants re. 
ligion inſiſt vpon the ſame dittcrece. That ſundry / "I 
ot poperic doc quite razethe veric foundation of Chri- 
flian religion, Marke(fſaith Biſhop /ewe!/ to D, Hardmy) 
What yee were lately , and what y.e would now ſeeme to bee : 
what way yee trode then,and what way yee treade now : the aif- 

ference is noleſſe then betweene light and darkeneſſe ;, life and 
death; heanen and bell: (o great a change(faith hee)would 
require ſome good time of deliberation, Which atleuc- 
ration of that worthy Biſhop, how agreeable itis tothe 
truth , and conſonant to the praQtiſe of the ancient Ca- 
tholike church, and Doors thereof, who would never 
yeeld, I will notfay in an opinion, but not ſo muchas in 
aforme of ſpcech,or inthe chige of a letter, ſounding a- 
gainſtthe orthodexallfaith: and whether there bee not in 
ſundry fundamentall points of faith, great and many dif. 
ferences betweene Romeand vs, Ict it beducly confide- 
red, by theſe inſtances following. 

The firſt maine point of Catholike doAtrine,which the 
Papiſts goe direRtly againſt, isthe doAtine of free 11ſt fi 
cation by faith alone, which doAtrine D. Biſhop in his Epi- 
{tle dedicatory tothe K.Maicltic,ſetteth down as a maine 
herelie, that Luther layed for the,ground of his religion: 
namecly,that a man u initified by faith alone. But I demaund 
of any ſober Papiſt , got too much wedded to the preiu- 
dice of hisown opinion,what other,or what better foun- 
dation could any man lay,then that which is alrcady laid, 
which is Iefus Chriſt, which doftrine is the very life and 
foule of the Church. 

For this was the Catholike faith of the church of Reme, 
when S. Pax/e wrote his Epiſtle vnto them, chat a man is 


Rom. 3.24. inflified gratis , for God a mercie for nothing, and that ty the 


grace 


grace of God without the workes of the law. Quite contraric 
to which doctrine of the Apoſtle, the Papilts hold iuſti- 
fication by workes of grace, auouching that we are not 
iuſtificd befc re God, onely by the merites of Chriſt, but 
allo by our owne doings, athrming that good workes are 
truely and properly meritorious, and the cauſes of our 
ſaluation,and that heauen 1s as truely the reward of good 
workes, as hell is the ſtipend of cuill workes: that good 
workes doe fully ſatisfic the law of God, and worthily 

deſerue cternall life: and that good workes wrought and 

done in the (tate of grace,arc G tarre mcritorious,as that 

God (huuld be vniuſt, if he rendred not heauen for the 

ſame, charging the iuſtice of God, notinreſpeR of his 

promiſc,asthe Apoſtle doth,but in reſpe of merite,and 

deſert of workes. Where we clearcly perceiue and ee, 

that there is a great difference betweene the Church of 
Romeand vs, cuen in the principall Article of our faith 

touching the Saluation of our ſoules z we belccuing fied» 

faltly, that it is to be aſcribed to the merites of Chriſt, 

they expeAing it for the merit of their workes. 

' Another ſubſtantiall point of the Catholike faith the 
Papiſts directly impugne, in maintaining a daily reall 
ſacrifice of the body of Chriſt in their Matle forthe ſins 
of the quicke and dead, whichthey hold co be a very (o- 
ucraigne,truc,and propitiatoricſacrifice,& inall reſpects 
of power and vertuc, as auailable, andas cffeuall as was 
the ſacrifice on the crolle for the remiſſion of linnes.For 
the diſproofe of which moſt wicked and blaſphemous 
aſſertion, there be ſundric arguments and proofes to be 
produced out of the word of God. 

Fir(t if Chriſt could haue bene offered more then once, 
then mull he likewiſe after haue ſuffered. Heb.g. 25.26. 

But now in thz end ofthe world he hath appeared once 
to put away ſinne bythe ſacrifice of himlſclfe. Heb.yg. 26. 

Therefore he cannot nowany more be offered in the 


Mallc, "A 
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Againexthat thing is in vaine andto none effe&,where 
there is vo neceſſitic it ſhould be done: but to offer vp 
any more ſacrifice propitiatorie for the quicke and the 
dead, there is no neceſlitic :the reaſon whereof the Apo 
ſtle giueth to be this, becauſe Chrilt hath otfercd one 
ſacrifice, and with that one ſacrifice, andoffcringvpof 
himſclte, hath conſccrated for cucr them that arc ſanRi- 
fied, Heb. 10 42 14. 

This muſt then be the concluſion,that there is none. 
ceſſitic why we ſhould offer vp Chriſt any more for re- 
miſſion of linnes. 

Thirdly, the reaſon why the Pricſts of the old law did 
yearely repeate their ſacrifices was this, becauſe thoſe 
ſacrifices yearcly offered, could never take away linnes, 
H:cb.10.11. But the ſacrifice of Ghriſt once offered hath 
ſanfificd the commers thereunto : for wee arc ſanRi- 
fied cuen by the offering of the bodice of Ieſus Chriſt 
once made, Heb.10.10, 

Therefore ſeeing that Chriſt by that one oblation of 
him(clfe hath purchaſed for vs cternall redemption, 
He8.9.12. there needeth no more propitiatoric ſacrifice 
to be made for {inne. 

Where there is remiſſion of ſinnes alrcadic obtained, 
there is no more offering for finne, there needeth no 
moreſacrifice tobe offered, Heb.14.18. But Chriſt hath 
beene offered onceto take away the (innes of many, Heb, 
9.28.a0d by his ownec blood he hath centred onceto the 
holy place to obtainecternal redeption for vs: Heb.g.12. 

Therefore the Maile cannot be a propitiatorie (acri- 
fice for linnes, (ccing alrcadic by che death of Chriſt we 
haucremiſlion ct ſinnes, 

Laſtly, without blood and ſhedding of blood, there is 
no forgiuenelle of linnes, Heb.g.22. 

But in the daily ſacrifice of the Matle there is no ſhed- 
ding of blood, for they call their Maile an vnbloodic (a+ 
crifice. 


There« 
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Therefore inthe ſacrifice of the Maſle there is no remiC(. 
ſion of ſinnes,and fo by conſequent the Maſſecan be no 
truc propitiatorie ſacrifice. Thus we ſee how the dotrine 
of the popiſh Malle is ex diametrorepugnant tothe do- 
&rinz of the Apoltle,and to the whole order and inllitu- 


tion of the Lords Supper, | 
A third very matcriall and (ubſtantiall point of the 


Chriſtian Catholike faith impugned this day by the pre-- 


ſcent Romane Church, is this, that contraric tothe cx- 
prelſe words of our Saviour Chriſt, thex ſhalt worfaip the 


Lord thy God, and him onely thou ſhalt ſerue : contrarie to Xfath.g 10, 


the commandement which the Angel gaueto /ohn, when 


he fell at his feete to worſhip him : See thor: doe it not, Jam Reme,19.10. 


thy fellow ſernant,and of thy bretheren which h.zne the teſting 
me of [eſus, nor/ſhip God : contrarie tothe examples of Peter 


and Paul and Barnabas, Which vtterly refuſed all manner 4F. 14.15, 


of adoration, Panland Barnabas renting theirclothes cry- 
ing out to the people of Lycaonia, O men why doe ye theſe 
things ! We are exen men ſubiett to the like paſſions, ye be, and 
preach vnto you that ye ſhould turne from theſe vame iaolles 
vnto the lining Ged, which made heaugn and earth, andthe ſea, 
and alt things th.ct inthem are : and Peter ſpeaking to Corne- 
lis (Whoat his firlt meeting of him fell d1wne at his feete 
and worſhipped him (aid thus vnto him, taking him vp, 
ſtand vp : for en:n I my /elfe am 1m i, contrarie to the con- 
tinuall and conſtant practiſe of the ancient Catholike 
primitiue Church of Chriſt,which as $, Hiero wicnetleth, 
did neither worthip Sunne nor Moone, nor Angell, nor 
Archangell,nor Cherubtn, nor Seraphin, nor any other 
name, that is named either in this world; or in the world 
to come, lcait they ſhould ſerue the creaturein ſteed of 
the cicator, whois God blctled for cucr; contraric to the 
determination of Gregorie the great and firſt of that 
name,who allo himſclte was Biſhop of Rome, and there» 
forc his voice to he accounted as an oracle of God, who 


albcit hec did well like the having of images in the 
Church, 


Act.no0. 25, 


Lib.z.epiſto. 
cap.l 09. 


Jere.*. 27. 
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Church, yet he vtterly condemneth the idolatrouswor- 


ſhipping of them alleaging for proofe thereofthe place 
of {cripture before named, rhow ſalt worſhip the Lord uhy 
God,and him onely ſhalt thou ſerue, 

All this I ſay notwithſtanding the Church of Rome 
this day, cuen in this cleare light of the Goſpel main- 
taincs and defends the worſhip and adoration of Angels: 
the worſhip of Saints departed?the worſhip of the ima- 
ges of the trinitie:the worſhip of the crotſe and crucifix: 
the worſhip of images which they (et vp in their Chur- 


ches, to the intent the gun may attribute diuine ho- . 


nour vnto them, and lal{tly the worſhip of their breaden- 
God,their ſacrament of the Altar,as they terme it, vhom 
they call their Lord and thcir God,crying out to a pecce 
of bread,O Lord,O God,O Lambe of God that tak:ſt away the 
ſins of the world, hawemercie yponv5,and recciuc our praicrs. 

And verily were there no other cauſe to incuce all 
good Chriſtians to depart from the fellowhip and com- 


munion of the Church of Rome, this one doctrine of 


atoration, wherein they teach the common people to 
call the ſacrament their Lord and God, and ſo by giving 
the honour of God toacreature that is no God, to com- 
mit grolle and manifeſt Idolatric, this pointalone were 
caulc ſuihcicnt for them to deteſt both them andehcir 
religion for cuer. 

For what oddcs I beſcech you is there betweene thoſe 
blind Iewes,which [ard to aftocke, thou art my father, &toa 


ſtone thou haſt begotten, and thoſe wilfull and blind Pa- 


piſts which cry vpon the Sacrafhent of the Altar, in ſub- 
tancea baſe and corruptible creature, Lord / am rior wore 
thie, Lord be merciful to me a ſinner:O Lord,O God,O Lambe 
of God receine onr praiers, The one ſort the H. Ghoſt hath 
traduced for a memorable, and dete(table crew of idola- 
ters;and ſo may we bythe like reaſon, and vpon as good 
ground and warrant condemne all the Papiſts liuing this 
day for moſt vilc and ſhameful idolaters,for adoring and 

 wor- 
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worſhipping a peece of bread, O moſt horrible idolatri? ! 
Tl himſclfe being an heathen man could ſay, #/ho 
Was ener ſo very 4 foole, as to beleenc the thing he eatcth ro be | , 0 
| his God? T he very children in Grammer Schcecle can 4 wacng 
tell vs, that the heathens thatadorcd Bacchus and Ceres, © 
which firſt found out ,* and taught the vic of breade 
and winc , whercas before they had fed on achornes, and 
dranke water : yet notwithſtanding they were ncuer ſo 
fooliſh, or ſo belotted as to giue godly honour to bread 
and wine. 

By this then, which hath bene alrcadic ſpoken, itis 
clearcly proucd, that there is no compatibilitic betweene 
Proteſtancic & Popcric, and that the diuerlitic betweene 
vs, is of ſo matcriall and needfull points, that if they be 
right, wee are wrong : if wee be right, they arc wrong : 
both they and wee cannot be both together Catholike 
members of the truc Church, 

The rcaſon why wee cannot account Papiſts for mem- 
bers of the true Church,is, becauſe they maiitain ſundry 
points which go direQly againſt the Chriſtian faith,they 
doc not content themſclues onely with Chriſt, nor with 
his Sacraments, but ſet vp other mediatours in heauen, 
other doQrines and ſacraments on earth. Bclilesthat,as 
I hauc alrcadic proucd,they adgre the creatures of bread 
and wine, in ſtcede of Chriſt. They bow their knees to 
painted & carued images: they ioyne nature with grace: 
mans merites with Gods mercics: ynwritten veritics with 
holie ſcriptures: their owne ſatisfaRtions with the blood 
of Chriſt, and ſodirely impugne ſundric fundamen- 
| tall points of the Chriſtian faith, which gencrally other- 
| wiſe they will ſceme to hold. Obie: 


— Do — INT 
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But I heare ſome manſaying vnto mee, if the caſe be 
ſach,the differences ſo great betweene the religion of the 
| Papiſts and our religion, how is it poſſible that any Recu- 
fant papiſt now living can be ſaucd? 
I anſwer, that as in the rebellion which ,4/o/ors made Selnr; 
F againſt 
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againſt his Father Darid, there were manie true ſubicts 
of Did that went after Ab/o/on, to take his part m ther 


2, Sam: 15, ſimolicity.as the (cripture recordeth,krowing nothing, where» 


11, 


Obieft, 


vnto the trecherous plottes of Ab/o/on did tende, £0no 
doubr charitie moucth mee to thinke that there are ma» 
nicin this Kingdome, honelt men, blinded with ſome 
opinions of poperie, as in the queſtions of the real pre- 
fence, or inthe number of 7. Sacraments , or in the do» 
&rine of Auricular confeſſion,or lorne ſuch (choole que- 
ſtion , not knowing or belicuing all pointes of poperic, 
which indeed is the very myſlteric of = _ Ofſuch I 
fay, that m rhe ſimplicitie of their harts,thinke of the Popes 
dodrine,no otherwiſe then DaxidsſubicAs did of the rc« 
bellion of 46/o/on ; I will not difpaire, but verily hope 
that ſuch may be ſaved, notwithſtading their miſperſwa- 
lion in ſome points of religion,which doc not dcltroy a- 
ny article of faith,and Chriſtian beliefc, 

But as for the reſt of our wilfull reculant papiſts,which 
both erre in the foundation,& hate the truth of the Gol- 
pell reucaled vnto them , which hate inſtruction, and 
ſtop their cares again(} the word, we offer vnto them, hol- 
ding the infalſtbilitie of the Popes iudgemer,the vniuer- 
ſalitic of his juriſdiftion and power , to diſpoſe of the 
Kingdomes of the world, which belicue free will ro per- 
torme,and to dothe ations of vertue without aſlillance 
of ſpeciall grace : which holde and maintaine perfci- 
ons of inherent rightcouſnetle,latisfaFions, merites of 
condignitie, propitiatoric ſacrifice of the Matle : which 
giue Gods honour to images, maintaine iullification by 
works,and ſuch like, of ſuch I ſay,I 'may without breach 
of charitic afhrme, that if they (oliuc, and ſo die, inthe 
armes of the whore of *Baby/on, they can neuer be ſaucd. 

But the Papifts replicvpon vs,and further obie, that 
if the caſe of recuſant papiſts he ſuch,whv then(ſay they) 
we muſt likewiſe condemne all cur forefathers tothe pit 
of hell , who helde none other but che awe opinions 

vce 


betweene two opinions, 25 
wee holde this day. 


Touching our forefathers, we both ſpeakeand thinke Selut: 


of them,ascharitie leadeth vs tothinke ; we take not vp- 
on vs to know cither the faith or repentance of them, 
that died before our time,and therefore we commit their 


iudgement vato God. We lay with the Apoſlle,Zhe fours 2,Tim:*.19 


dation of God ſtandeth firme and ſure, haning this {eale , The 
Lorde knoweth who ave hx: and ar cording cothe [criprures 
thus wee belicuc of them a!l, that ſuch as heldethe onely 
foundation which is Chiilt leſus,in a true & lively faith, 
were all ſaucd, although they builr ypon this foundation, 
chaffe, (traw,or wood : and doubt not therefore, but that 
manietkouſands of our anceſtours, cucn in thoſe times 
of great blindenelle and corruption, holding onely the 
ſa;mc foundation Iclus Chriſt were ſaved Sand fo died the 
ſcruants of God : notwithitanding they were milled and 
carried away with ſ{undric errours and {uperſtitions, for 
want of duc knowledge of the word of God, whichtheir 
paſtors and leaders ſhou!d haue inſtrufted them withall. 

But for a further an{were to this obicion, Lſay,that 
the calc of our recuſant Paſitts liuing at this day, and the 
caſc of our fore-fathers, living in times of great corrup= 
tion are not peers, nor nothing like at all. 

The diſpariſon 18 this: our fore-tathers liued in atime 
of great blindnes, wherein there was a generall decay of 
learning, wherin all good hiberall Arts and learning were 
aboliſhed. The skic growing cuen darke wich the mi- 
ſtic fogecs of ignorance,when their paſtours and leaders 
were not onely Sir [ohn lacke Latines, but Fs [ohn lucke ho+ 
n:fties,who could neither ſpeake Latin,norreade Engliſh, 


nor vnderſtandthearticlesof our faith, nor any part of 


the ſcriptures, clowdes without raine, lanthorns without 
light, ſilt without ſauour, blinde guides, dumbe dogges, 
that (as one ſaith)ſceme to haue their ſoules giuen them 
in ſtecde of ſalt to keepethem from ſtinking z and what 
marucll then, if the people being ledde by (ſuch blinde 
F 2 guides, 


1,Cor: 3.15 


Lib. 1.de 
bap. CAPs 18. 


Cypri. ad 
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guides , became blindethemſelues, and fell into fundrie 
eriours? Butas for our recuſant papiſls, they live in the 
learned(t age that cucr was, ſince the time of the Apo- 
{es,when as the wotdof God and knowledge of ſauing 
etruth,was neuer ſo plentifull and flouriſhing as now it is. 

Againe , theerrours of our forc-fathers proceeded of 
mecre ſimplicitic and want of iudgement. Of whome l 
may ſay the ſame that S. Argn/tine (aide of Cyprian and 
his colleagues, crring in the doftrine of Rehaptization; 
That if they had bene in his time, when vpon exa and 
full diſcuſſion of things ,it was reſolued otherwiſe, they 
would haue bene of an other minde : $overllie, if our 
fore-fathcrs,whole zeale was exceeding great, and a rcli- 
giouscare to lſerue God , hadliued inthe(e latter times, 
and had ſcene*the true groundes of our religion , they 
would moſt willingly haue embraced the ſame truth we 
profciſe this day : many thouſands of them in their life 
time, deliring to haue ſcene & heard thoſe things which 
wee to our vnſpeakable comfort haue both heard and 
ſcene. And howſocuer manie of our fore-fathers were 
in ſome points decciued,yet iis manifeftly ro be proued 
that the worthieſt and beſt Icarned men in former times 
thought no otherwiſe then wee doe in all ſubſtantial 
pointes of Chriſtan belicfe, complaining euen as we doc 
of the intolerable burdes which the Popes laid on them 
in thoſe daycs , wiſhing the remouing of ſuch things as 
wee hauc remoued, 

Butas touching the errours of our obſlinate and wil- 
full recuſant Pap: they procced of mcere obſlinacic,per- 
tinaciouſly defending moſt dangerous crrours, Hee that 
tis decerned,and erreth a >a may be pardoned: but after 
the truth ts once renealed,who ſo nenertheleſſe continueth in his 

former errour! nittirgly and willingly, finneth withowt pardon 
of 1gnominy,as being oner borne by preſumption and wilfulne(ſe, 
And this I take to be the very caſe of all our recuſant Pa- 
pilts this day. Sogreat an oddes there is betweene lim- 


ple 
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ple crrour and wilfull defence. Verily for my partI am 
perſwaded, that thereis neuera ſober and learned papilt 


in this land, that can deniec (if he will truly ſay, and as he ' 


thinketh in his owne conſcience) but. that we are come 
as neere, as poſſible we could tothe Ehurch of the Apo- 
[tlcs,and Catholike Biſhops, which Church was ſound 
and perfit,and ſpotted with no kind of idolatric,and haue 
direed according to their cultomes and ordinances, 
not onely the doAtrine this day proteiled in the Church 
of England, butalſo theſacraments, and forme of com- 
mon praicrs, and diuine ſcruice eſtabliſhed hereamong 
vs: the plalmes we ſing,are Danids : the L ookes we reade 
are canonicall: the prayers we make are conſonant to 
the rule and proportion of faith,and true godlinetle, And 
ſoitappeareth,that our whole leiturgie with great iudg- 
ment, and reaſonable moderation, was purpoſely fo fra- 
med, out of the grounds of religion, wherein both ſides 
doe agree, that the papiſt himſclfe mightreſort vnto it, 
without any ſcrupleor (candall, if fation morethen rea- 


ſon did not prevaile. 
A third difference betweene our forefathers, and 


our Romiſh recuſants is this : our forefathers ncuer for 


their part cuer vnderſtood the mylterie of popiſh ini- 
quitic, but in lingleneſle of their hearts embraced the 
rn doftrine of the Goſpel, concerning ſaluation 
y faith in Chriſt : thoſe damnable and'treaſonable po- 
ſitions which the Church of Rome propoſcth to be 
holden, as veritics of the Catholike Fith: were neuecr 
knowne in the daics of qur forcfathers, that is, theſe 
fundamentall points of popiſh religion, viz: that the 
Pope is gods vicegercnt here on carth, and therefore 
ſuperiourto the King of England. 
That it is the Popes power to depole the King of 
England,and depriue him of his crowne. 
That the Pope may abſoluc his ſubicts from their 


oath of allegiance to him. 
F 3 That 
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That at the Popes commandement, the people are to 
take armes againſt him. 

That it is both lawtull and meritorious before God,to 
kill, and to murther any Chriſtian Prince, if he fall ito 
tyrannic or wisheliefe, 

The ſecrets of this occupation were neuer ſo much 
as card of inthoſe daics, 1 meane this king-killing, and 
Queene-killing DoQtrine ofthe g—_— proofe wher- 
of [ will allcadge vnto you one famous and memorable 
examplcas | hd 1trecorded, 

In the wofull warres with the Barons, when Kin 
Tohn was viewing of the Caſtell of Rocheſt heldagain(} 
him by the Earle of Arwnde/, he was efpied by a very 
good Arcubalaſter, whotold the Earle thereof, and ſaid 
that he wenld ſoone diſpatch that crucll tyrant, if he 
would but ſay the word. God forbid,wile v4rler (quark the 
Eavle) Thatme ſhoulda proue the aeath of the hol y one of God, 
What ſaid the Souldiour, ſwearing a mon(trous oath, 
he would not ſpare you, my Lord, if he had you atthe 
like aduantage? No matter for that queth the Earle, Gods 
goed will be dove, and he will ar poſe thereof, and not the lyng : 
an an{were fitting and beſcemingthat moſt noble fufte 
far contrarie to the practiſe of our powder-Traitors, 
and likewiſe contraric to tic practiſe of the late popes 
of Rome, whahaue beene fo tarre off from ſauing,and 
(paring the lite of Chriſtian Kings and Princes, that as 
Pope Hilecbrand ganethe firſt pretident, they hauc hi- 
red A{ſacincursto murther them,& to lay violent hands 
vpon them, asitis plainely tobe proucd by the praQtiſc 
ot Pris quinries, Gregorythe thirteEch, Sixtus gquinizy who 
not onely reſolucd that parricide of Princes was law- 
full, but promilcd both earthly and heauenly recom- 
pence to ſuch as would offer their ſcruice to kill and 
murther them. The truth whereof is clearely to be iuſti- 
hed by the letters of Cardinal Como written to lFiliam 
Parrie, whercin contraric to the manifeſt voice of God 


hin. 


———  — — 


beetween two opinions, 39 


limſclfe, Thaw alt not kill, he encourageth him to the 
[l:ughter of his liegeLadicand Miltrille, asto an honou- 
rable and holy cxploite. 

The la(t diftcrence and oJdes which I obſcrue betweene 
our forefathers,& our Romiſhrecuſants is this,that they, 
as they were generally forward an4 very zealous in that 
religion which they profetiled, (o were they as carefull 
tolecke all the good meanes chey coulil tro come to the 
knowledge of the truth :they faſted often: they praicd 
much, they were moſt diligent reſforters to the hAule 
of prayer, knowing that it was the place that God him- 
L{e}te had made choiſe of to have his name called on : 
they would reade all ſuch good bookes as poſlible they 
coul:4 come by, for their better inſtruRtion in the know- 
ledge of God: andas itis recorded, and (toricd of many 
of them they would ſitvp all night in reading and hea- 
ring, not caring for any cxpenles or charges, fo they 
might attaine tocome by ſuch bookes in engliſh as they 
deſcried:they would not ſticke ſome of them togiue fue 
markes for a Btblc to reade in, and many of them molt 
willingly would giuca loade of haic for ſome few Chap- 
ters of Saint /amzr, Or Saint Paul in Engliſh. And theres 
fore wee conceiue this good hope of them, cuen of all 
ſuch,who ſought lo carctully ro vic al the good meanes, 
whereby they might attaine to the ſauing knowledge 
of truth,although decciucd in ſomepoints,yet that they 
had mercy ſhewed vntothem, and doereſt in peace with 
God, and that the ſame God, who gauc them (ome mea- 
lure of knowledge, and would require of them accor- 
ding to that which they had , and not according . 
tothat, which they had not, did recciue them intothe 
number of his bletſed and cle. But the caſe of our re- 
cuſants is a cleane other caſe. They refuſe alinoſt al mane 
ner of conference with learned men : they will got, nor 


in deed dare, onely forthe feare of diſplealingthe Pages 
olie 
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holinelle, reſort to our Churches, as for 11. yeares to- 
gether, in the raigne of the lateQueene of molt precious 
and worthic memorie, all the papilts ofthis kingdome 
did, and that without any ſcruple of conſcience, vntill 
they had recciued a countermand from the Biſhop of 
Rome, commanding them vpon paine of the blacke 
curſe to come no more to the Church : they arc forbid- 
den to reade the Scriptures: the Biſhops in Queene 3/4- 
ries daics, cauſcd it not onely to be accounted herelic, 
bukro be proclaimed fellonic for any lay man to haue 
an Engliſh Bible in highouſe, for his priuate ſolace and , 
comfort : the learned treatiſes written by our men, they 
permir not their Diſciples once to reade, but interdit 
them eucn to many of their Seminaric Prieſts; no mar- 
uaile then if taking this courſe, the Ieſuites and Pricſts 
keepe their lay followers in a perpetuall ignorance of 
truc religion, hauing once framed them to this princi- 
ple,that itisa deadly (inne, either toreade the bookes of 
the Proteſtants, or to heare theirſermors, or to be pre- 
ſent at their ſeruice, or to communicRte withthem in 
. any religious dutic whatſocuer, And let thus much be 
ſpoken touching the Prophets reprouing of the //ra-+ 
elites for waucring and halting betweene two opinions: 
It followeth in the next part eo make froofe vnto you, 
that God and Baa/ cannot both be joyned together in 
one ſcruice. 
There is a ſpeech of Socrates greatly cemmended by 
. $. Auguſtine, vnum we dewm ſic colt oportere, quomeds 
4 ſriptuns coloud ——— That is, cucry God was to be 
Li.1.cap.18. honoured,aswhe him(ſelfe had giuen in commandement, 
Vpon which principle the ancient Romanes in the 
time of Ti erixs the Emperour grounding themſclues, 
albeit they did admit the religion of all other gods, 
yet by no meanes they could be induced torecciuc the 
religion of the God of the Hebrewse, The reaſon was 
this, they ſaw it necellaric that citherall their idolls muſt 
be 
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be excluded,and onely the truc worſhip of God entertai- 
ned: or hec onely not admitted, the re(t tobe honored. 
For by the word of God they found they could not agree 
together,and contrarie to his word they would not (ecke 
to (erue tim, and therefore choſe rather to bee without 
Chriſ} altogether , thenro worſhip him and others with 
him againſt his will and commaundement, And verilic 
God will rake it in better part that thou deuote thy (elfe 
to any religion,be it neuer(o bad,then to make a hodge 
dge of religion, and foto haue a mixture of good and 
ad religion together, inſomuch that I am perſwaded 
that the worſhip of {homer leile offendeth God', then 
when ſuch as arc by profeſſion Chriſtians , ſhall giue di- 
vine hanour toa picce of bread, As for you 6 houſe of I{- EX#. 20.39- 
rael,(faith God by the Prophet Ezechici)70e you and [erwe 
euery one his [ol, {c etng you will not obey m2,05 pollute my ho- 
li: alt iy no mvre nith your gif. er,and with yeur [aolls, Where 
the Prophet intimatcth , that God had rather that the 
Tiraclites ſhould bee profeſſ. d Idol uers, then to pretend 
his holic name with ſuch cortuptions. True religion 
will adinit no mixture, butis{unples Gud himfelte laid, 
Thau ſhult mit let thy cattel! gender with diners kindes, T hou Lem:19.19. 
Sh ult not ſowe thy fi:lde with mingled ſcere : neither ſhall a gar- 
went of aivers Colours rom. Up thee : I gnifyin g that wee 
mull ſticketo one religion, which indeed requireththe 
whole man,and cannot endure any doubling inthe wor- 
ſhip of God, nor any blending of [u4u/me,and Chriſtia- 
mime together : norany reconciliation at all betweene 
Chrilt and B-/ia/: betweene the table of the Lorde, and 
tne tavic of dinels : betweene God and Meclchoms : It is 
not poſſible that one wombe inould containe /accb and 
Eſax : one houſe the Arke and Dagon: one temple pray- 
cr and merchandiſe : one heauen Afickael and the Dra- 
gon, and ſo God hauing ordained his Law (tricktly to be 
kept without declining citherto the right hand or tothe 
left,giueth vs to vnderſtand,that hee himſclfe will be = 
; G ue 
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ued alone, without corriualles of his glorie, with all our 
heart,ſtrength,and ſoule, Sowne(ſaith God) 1ime mee thine 
heart : andlir thn ecrer dotight in my waves: but Sathan wil- 
Ing to part takes with God , cricth out with the Harlor, 
Ne minnnectili.fed dun tiny: Lethonour and gtbric,and 
worthip hee neither mine northine, but [ct it be divided, 
Butthe Lorde our God beceing a icalons God, will notbe 
crowded in a corner of the heart,but he will haue cither 
all thinc heart,orno part atall,cither all gloric,orno glo- 
ric : aut (e/ar,ant nullies, 

And lo weare taught by the word of God in Deutero- 
nomic: He:xe 6 //racl,the Lord ow God ts Lord enly; thou 


Dex. 61.4.5 ſholt lene the Lorde thy God with coll thine heart , and with «ll 


Ro: $8.38. 


thy ſorle, and with all thy might. that is: we wuſt loue God 
ſ{weetcly, ſtrongly, perſcucrantly, (fe fionatcly, 

Loue God with all thine hrart,that is, kindely ard af- 
Louec God with all thy ſoule,that is,viſcly and diſcreetly, 
Louec God with all thy might,chat is, (tedfa(lly and cun- 
tantly ; Let the loue of thine heart inflame thy zcale to- 
wards him : Letthe knowledge of thy foule guide it with 
diſcretion : Let the conltancie of thy might and ſtreeth 
confhrme it: That is, !etthv loue bee ferucnt, circum- 
ſpe& and inuincible, Sothat thou maic(tfay with the A- 
pollle, /am perſwaded that xeither decth,nor life ner Angels, 
nor f ri.Ccipalitics, noy power s, vor things preſent, nor thinge 9 
come, nor h-1ght, mar depth , ner any other creature , ſhall bee 
able t1 ſeperate mvre from the lone of God which zs in Cl viſt Lew 


ſes my Lorde. Out of that which hath bene alrcady (po- 


ken couching this point of mingling Gods worſhip with 
the worſhip of any other, this concluljono5 coroltjaric 
may he dcriued, which is this, that if cither theu (crue 
God with any other, as Saints, Angels, cr anic creature, 
which the Payitts doe, 

Or ifchculcruchim alone,any other way,then he pre- 
ſcribeth, thou loueſt him not, hutchou docſt hate him, 
yea,cxtreamcly hate him, and (halt finde at his hands the 


reward 
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reward of a deadly enemie. Strange therefore mult needs 
ſcemeto bee this Doctrine of the Papiſts, wherein they 
teach , that wee may honour God, as wee our (elues can 
beſt deuile, 

That if our intent be good, and our meaning be good, 
it skilleth not how, or in what manner wee worſhip him: 
That theſe kindes of worthippirgs of God, which come 
of our owne hea1le,without the expretſe commandemer 
of God,arethe more agreeable vnto him,the more they 
proccede of our (clues. Which doctrine of theirs is the 


maine proppe of all idolatric ,and the very ronte of all 


ſuperſtition, Forthe wayes of Godare nor as our waies: 
his thoughts are notas our thoughts : hee hath bridled 
our dcuotion, and hathtaughe vs toworthip him not in 
ſuch ſort as may ([eeme good in our cycs,hut onely as hee 
hath commanded vs. God commanded 147:/cs to build 
the tabernacle, according to that order and forme ſhew- 
ed him inthe mount, neither dur(t AZfe: adde or dimi- 
niſh any thing, orto doc more or lefle,then God appoin« 
ecd him, Certaine it is, that our good meanings make 
not our doings good, Neitheris our zcalca rule where- 
by wee may meaſure oue cither our Faith, or our good 
workes,but onely the knowne will and pleaſure of God, 
There wanted no good intent, orgood meaning cither 


in the 1/raclites, when they made a golden calfc : orin Frod: 3.2..4 


Nadab and A! thn, when they offered (trange fire : or in 


$aul,when heſpared king Apag : or in Fzz4,when he put Lew: 10. 2, 
his hand cothe Arke to holde it: nor in [:bu, when hee 1. Sam: 
bd? 2. 
Calucs, with the worſhip of the true God of I/ſracll : and ?. Sam: 6.6, 
yet we ſee how that icalous God which could never abide 4. King: 12, 


would nceds ioyne the worſhipping of [eroboarns gelden 


to be worſhipped otherwiſe then hee himſelfe had giuen 
in commandement,cxecuted his fierce wrath vpon them 
all,for chf&ir confeRed religions, and halting conſcicces., 
And this for all th: world,isthe very guiſe and manner 
of worſhipthe papitts vic : True it is, they worſhip God, 
G 2 and 
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and they worſhip Chriſt , but not accordiug to his pre- 
ſcript, but in ioyningthe worſhip of other crearures with 
the worſhip « fthe only truc God,they proue themſelucs 
to be plaine Idolaters , holding this for a moſt certaine 
doArinc, that the Crucifixe i: to be worſhipped with the very 
[celfe-faume worſhip, wherewith Chyift himſelfe is to be nor ſhip- 
e4. Thedifference then betweene the Papiſts and vs, 
in the doQtine of the worſhip and ſeruice of God,conli- 
teth both in the manner and the matter of Gods wor- 
ſhip. In the manner of Gods worſhip , wee vpon juſt 
grounds doe varie fromthem,becauſe that whereas God 
being a Fpirire, loucth only ſuch worſhippers,as worſhip 
him in ſpirite and truth, and to that ende would have re- 
ligion it ſelfe to be free vnder very ſure and moſt mani- 
felt ceremonievof divine (eruice,and therefore hath de- 
liuered vnto vs ſome fewe in ſteed of many,and the moſt 


Tobn: 4,29, calic to bedone, moſt honourable for lignification, and 
Aug.de dott. moſt clcare and pure to bee oblerued. Thercligion of 
Chri.l.z,c.g. he Papiſts is ſoloden with ceremonics,preſumptions,& 


deuiſesof men,thattheir manner of worſhipping of God 
intheir Temple, is become now altogether Iewiſhand 
carnall, conliſting in nothing elſe but altogether in out- 
ward and ceremoniall exerciſes, in the doQtrine whereof, 
ther is neither faith nor ſpirit,nor any working of the ho- 
lic Ghoſtalmoſt required. 

Touching the matter of Gods worſhip,wherein we dif- 
fer from the Papiſts, thus it ſtands, wee teach and hold, 
that onely God the Father,God the Sonne,and God the 
holie Ghoſt,are to be worſhipped with diuine honor,and 
no creature beſides:grounding our ſelues vpon this prin- 
ciple and maxime in divinitie , that adoration is duc one- 
ly to God,and therefore that God onely isto be worſhip- 
ped. And ſos. Anga#tine laith , It i very well recorded in 
the Scriptures, that man was prohibited by an Angel to wor- 


_ ſhip none, but onely God,vnder whom hee kimſelfe was a fellowe 
bes pa s ſernant, And therefore heeſauth;, Ecce wnum Dexmm colo, 


Behold, 


. 


_ 
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Beheld, I werſhip «nd adore none but God alone, And thence 
he deriucth the name of religion, quod es ww religet ani- 
mas noſtras, becauſe it religeth our (oules onely to him : 
But the papiſts (as before hath beene alleadged in their 
ſcruice) ioyne with the worſhip of God, the worſhip of 
Angels, the worſhip of the Crucifix,the worſhip of ima- 
ges,the adoration of the Sacrament of the Altar, as they 
call it, whereunto they aſcribe diuine honour and wor- 
ſhip. 

Hauin g thus farre proued vnto you that God and Ba- 
a/cannot both be ſerued together, no maxe then God 
and Dagon can ſtand together, it remaineth now in the 
third place that intreatc of the Prophet E/as his exhor- 
tion to the people wherein he exhorteth to conſtancie in 
rcligionand following God, 


3. Part, 


3. Part, 


Conſtancic, preſeucrance and continuance in the 
true knowledge of God, are vertues required of all ſuch 
as intend to lead a godly, and a Chriſtian life, and finally 
relolue to finiſh the period of their lives in defenceand 
maintenance ofthe true religion of Icſus Chriſt. Hethat 944h24- 
continueth tothe end ſhall beſaned, Behold ſaith God to the 13+ 
Angell of the Church of Philadelphia, behold I come ſhortly: Rene.z.11. 
beheld that which thou haſt, that no man take away thy crowne, 

And in the 2. of the Reuclation, thus the ſonne of God 

ſpeaketh tothe reſt of them of Thiatyra,which knew not 

the deepenetle of Sathan, 7 mill pus pon you none other 

burden, but this, hold faſt that which you hawe wntill I come, Rene.2.2 4, 
And the Apoſtle to the Hebrewes giucth vs this aduiſe 25. 

and counſell, that we ſhould keepe the profe ſſion of our hope Heb.ro.2z. 
without nauering, (o that being rooted and grounded in 
truc knowledge, ard built vpon the foundation of the 
Apoſtles and Prophets, Icſus Chriſt himſclfe being the 
head and chicfe corner ſtone, we ſhould rot henceforth 
G 3 
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Ephe 4-14. be children any more wauering and carried about with 
cuery blaſt of dotrine, by the deceit of men, and with 
craftine(ſe,whe reby they lye in waite todeceiue. 

The diuell knowing full well what this hope of our 
ſaluation is, ccaſeth not continually to bend his force 
againſt the foundation and fortreſſe of our faith. And 
(urely,if Sathan by his principall Miniſters the Iefuitcs 
and Seminarie Prieſts,can once ſhake the ground. worke 
whercon we build our health and Saluationlwhich is the 
affance in Chriſt our God, and credite to his word) if he 
can but once perlwade vs to retire from that hold and 
ground we {tand vpon, as vpon an ynmoucable rocke, 
then hath he wonne his defire : then enters he with an- 
ners diſplaied vpon vs,tofling vs vp & downe with cuery 
blaſt of dodtrine, and beaterth vs downe to the pit of 
damnation. For the calier compaſling of this his wicked 
delignement, ſome be perſwaded by arguments, and by 
reaſons to forſake their faith, and fo by this meancs 
draweth them to ſundrie hereſies and crrours : others 
he forceth by torments and perſecutions quite to giue 
ouer their hold : others againe he winneth, and allurech 
to himſclfe with baites of pleaſures to denic Chrilt: and 
ſo lhe percciving that rorments could not preuaile 
to cauſe the Chriſtians toreuenge their profeſſion, gauc 
them the greateſt roomes and honours of his king- 
dome, cucn as Sathan when he could not by argument 
oucrcome our Sauiour Chrilt, offered him all the kin g- 
domes of the world, if he would fall downe before him 
and worſhip him. The onely powerfull meanes to with- 
ſtand all the forciblc aflaults of Sathan is, whenſocuer 
he offereth vs to runneto the walles of faith, betaking 

; our ſclues cach man to his defece,as in the certaine truth 
2.Theſſ.2. of godseternall teſtament. Stand faſt, ſaith the Apollle 
Is. to the Thetlalonians, and keepe the traditions, which 
I.Cor.16, Ye hauec becne taught, And to the Corinthians to the 
a ſame purpolc he ſaith watch ye, ftand faſt : and quite your 
ſelues 
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feluss like men, and be ſtrong. Let the feare of the Loydbe 
220n you, Sticke faſt vnto the Lord, and cleaue vnto 
him with a perpetuall coucnant which ſhall never be 
forgotten. Three waies thereare whereby we may grow 
tochis reſolution : firſt by remembring the intolerable 
paines of hell if wee doe revolt; ſecondly by thinking 
of the vnſpeakable ioyes of heauen, if wee continue 
fhrme : Thirdly looking vpon ſuch who haue ſuffered 
before vs, and to propoſe them vnto vs foarexamples 
of imiration. And ſo to ſhew the like conſtancie in cleas 
ving vato God which they did. We hauc recorded in 
fcr;pture the examples of Dax; of the three children, 
of Ela and (undric others who for the zeale they 
bare to the religion of their God, were reſoiute to jn- 
dure molt crucll torments, The Apoille to the Hes 
brewes mentioneth ſuch, who being (trong in faith, 
wh-n they were tricd by racking, yet would not, or ca- 


red not to be deliuzred that they might receive abet- Hebzt.zy, 


ter refurretion. We haue againe in the Ecclellaſticall 
Hittories, the examples of cightecne hundred thou- 
ſand Chriltians in the time of th=tcane prizmitiuc per- 
ſecutions which were done to moſt cruel! deaths, onely 
becauſe they wou! 1 not forfake their Cliriitian religion, 
And to come necrer home co our owne daics we hauc 
examples of our owne brethrea in Queene Mares 
daics, who for the zcal- they bare to the hole of God, 
were content to yeeld their back<$ tothe ſcourge, theis 
neckes to the torm=tours, their bodies tothe furious 
flamcs of fire, their foul-s with toy into the hands of 
him that made them. Concerning whoin I doubt not, 
but that cucry true m2mher of the Cathalike Church, 
may with from her very heait, th.it bis /o:rle might die the 
death of thoſe righteous perſens, and th.:t his Litter end m1he 
be like unto thetys, 

This is then the exhortation which Fiz giueth to 


thoſe wauing and waucring //#aelites, which could not 
| relolue 


Indi.6.;31. 
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relolue whether God or Ba! was to be worſhipped, if 
God be the Lord, follow him, cleaue faſt vnto him, and 
ſcruc him with all the deſire of your hearts: but God is 
the Lord,yca the onely Lord, therefore he oncly isto be 
worſhipped. Itisthe Lord onely that formeth the light, 
and createth the darkeneile: it is he that hath made all 
things, which hath ſpread out the heauens alone, and 
lretched outthe earth by himſelfe, it is he that can fore- 
tcl things before they come to palle : it is he alone that 
can ſay my counſell ſhall ſtand, and whatſocuer-lI will 
haue cometo palle,ſhall cometo palle : it is he that brin- 
geth Princes tonothing, and maketh the iudges of the 
carth as vanitic:yeait is the cucriaſting God that hath 
created the ends ofthe carth, and bringeth outall their 
armics by numbers,and callcth them all by their names: 
And therefore he onely is the Lord. 

Asfor Baal, it he be a God, let him plead for him(clfe 
againſt him that caſt downe his Altar, ſaith cas the fa- 
ther of Gideon, after that his ſonne had deſtroyed the 
Altar of Baz, and cut downe the grouc that was by it. 
Baal can giue you nothing : he can doe neither good 
norcuill, andthereforc he is no god : though a man cry 
ynto him, yet cannot he anſwere him, nor dcliuer him 
out of his tribulation and therefore he is no God, 

The Papilts are much gricucd with vs,becauſe we will 
not acknowicdge the Sacrament of the Altar to be our 
Lord,and our God, anaiycreupon caſt this vniuſt kiper 
ſion vpon vs, and falſely charge vs, that Fe call the bodie 
of Chriſt an abomina6le idoll, True it isindeedthat we call 
thatan abominablec idoll. Which they terme the body of 
Chriſt, and vnder that pretence fall downe beforc it to 

worthip it,and call it Lord and God, in doing whereof what 
other thing doc they but make aGod ofa pecce of bread , 
and ynder the name of the bodic of Chriſt ſee vpan Idoll 


in the Church of God. Butas forthe bodic of Chrilt 
wee hauc cucrmore confeſſed with Chry/ofome that by 
nort 


FS 


worthie of the higheſt honour, az being inſeparablic ioyned 


hand of God: and weeadore it , and worſhip it, euen as 
the bodice of the ſonne of God: not-oncly for the tur- 
ning of an hand, as the Papiſts v{c to do,while the prieſt 
is able to hold vp the Sacrament, and that with doubt of 
our (clucs whether wee doe well or no, which thing is vt- 
tcrly yncomfortable,and dangerous, and full of terrours 
to the conſcience : but we worſhip that bleſſed and glo» 
rious bodic, as that bleiTed Martyr'S. Stephen did, being 
* in heaven, atthe right hand of the power of God, and 
therefore withoutdoubt or danger; and thatat all times, 
and for euer: and we bcelicue,and thus wee teach;that Tc- 
ſus Chniſt;ceuenin the nature and ſubſtance of aur flcſh, is 
the Lordin the gloric of Godthe Father, 

Howbeit weſay Chriſts bodic is one thing, the Sacra- 
ment another. The Sacramecis an carthlything,Chriſts 
bodie an heauenly thing : the Sacrament -iscorruptible, 
Chriſts bodieis glorious: the Sacraments receiuedinto 
our bodics,Chriſts body is only recciued into our ſoules, 
andentreth not intoour bodies. 


S. Luke reporteth howthatthe Diſciples of Chriſt be- Luk: 24 zT. 


ingabaſhed at Chriſtes ſuddaine preſence among them, 
andthroughfeare, ſuppolingthey hadſcene a ſpirite or 
Ghoſt,our Sauiour ſpake vntothem in this manner: #43 
are yee troubled? and wherefore doe doubts ariſe in your hearts? 
bebold mine handes and my feete , for it is I my [elfe: bandle 
mee , and ſee me : for a fpirite hathnot fleſh avd bones as yee 
fee me haze , and (o ſhewedthem both his hands and his 
feete. Euen ſoverily, the Sacrament it (clfe, if it could 
ſpeake,would ſpeake inthis manner,at the time of the c« 
leuation to the ſtanders by : why docſuch thoughts ariſe 
in your harts,as tothinke that I am your Lord and GodA 
Why ſtand yethus gazing , thus knocking your breaſts, 
and bending your kneesto me. Handle me,taſte me,and 
Jooke vpon me;and [ce whether I Li notallthe _—_ 


to his God-heade in one perſon, litting now at theright _ -q ol 
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ra[l properties of true bread: that is,whether I have not 
the very forme, ſhape, ſauour, fmell, colour, and weight 
of bread. As for the bodice of Chriſt, it cannot bee bro- 
ken with hands,or grated with teeth,or conueicd into the 
bellie, as you ſce that I am, The bread of life cannot be 
felt,ſcene,or taſted,or diſcerned by any outward (ence,as 
you ſee that I am : andtherefore belicue them not which 
ecach you otherwiſe, for am bread, I am no God. 


Puerta Parr. 


Having thus farre ſpoken of the exhortation of the 
Prophet Elias, wherein hee cxhorteth them to be con- 
ſtant in religion, and conſtant in the confeſſion of him, 
which is the onely true God : it remaineth now in the 
laſt place to ſhewe vnto you, what the ſucceſſe was,which 
inſucd vpon the Prophets reproofe,which at the firſt was 
thus,that the people anſwered him nota wotd , ſtanding 
in doubt, whether hee were the onely God or no. But a 
lietle afterwards, whenthey ſaw how miraculouſlic the fire 
of the Lord fell,and conſumed the burnt offer ing, and the wood, 
and the fones,and the du#t, and licked vp the water which uas 
in the ditch, being moucd with this ſtrange and miracu- 
lous worke of God, they were ſodainly changed in their 
opinions,and falling on their faces, cryed our, the Lord is 
God, the Lord is God : Where we may [ce,that howſocucr 
it may be,that God permitteth his owne people for form e 
ccrtaine time, to fall into manie danger..us crrours, yet 
ſuch is his great mercie towards themythat het or laſt he 
calleth them home againe,and will not ſutfer them final- 
licto periſh , as here hee dealt with his ownc people of 
Ifracll. 

There is noone thing more commonly obiefed by 
Papilts againſtthe religion of the Proteſtants, then tha, 
as they ſay,wee haue no miracles in our church. If your 
Church be the true church, if the doRtine you teach = 


» ; 
betwtene two opinions, S1r 
the true Catholike faith of Chriſt, where bee your mira- 
cles, ( ſay they) and where bee thoſe lignes and wonders 
among you , which may proue vnto vs,that your religi= 
on is of God? 
Tothe which objection I anſwere with Chryſoſtome, gyere impers 
that there was a time wherein of olde it was knowne by miracles, fefto. Hom: 
who weve true Chrifttans, mho were falſe, and where a man 49. 
might finde the true Church of God indeede : but now ſaith . 
hee, the working of miracles is quite taken away,and i rather 
found among them that are falſe Chriſlianss Which, peech 
. of thatlcarned father is trucly veriticd this day in the 

church of Antichriſt , where the Papiſts can make their 

Croiſcs to ſpeake, their Idollesto goe, their images to 

weepe, to ſweate,to laugh,to ſhift them(clues from place, 

to light their owne lamps: Yea,the vnholy fathers of the 

ſocictic of Ieſus, to (ct a glorious countenance of their 
miracles,tell vs in great ſadnes,that with their holic-wa- 

ecr , they hauecalmedthe Sca , chaſed away mice out of 

the countrey,and hauce made barren women to conceiue, 

and beare children. But againft ſuch miracle-mongers, 

faith Auguſtine , My God hath armed mee, (aying, in the Traftst: iu 
latter dayes there ſhall ariſe falſe Prophets, working ſignes and Joh: 13. 
wonders, to deceine the very Elelt of God,if it were poſſible. 

True it is, the Apoſtles wrought miracles, but it was 
thereby to confirme the Goſpel,they preached,as the E- 
uangeliſt writeth,7he Lord wrought with them, &- conflymed 
the word with ſiones that followed. And theApolt: tothe He- Mar: 16.20 
brics likewiſcſaith,chat ſaluation at the firſt bega to be prea- 
ched by the Lird, C5 was confirmed wntowvs by them that heard 
him(meaning the Apoſtles) bearing witnes rherennto with 

fignes & wonders, with divers gifts of the holy Ghoſt, accor= Heb; 2. 3.4. 

ding to hi will, In the firſt beginning then,and gathering 

of the church,miracles were necetlaric- Butas when wee 

goe about to plant a tree,ſo long we water it,vntill we ſee 

it hath take root, but when itis once ſubſtantially groun- 

ded,and branchzs ſpread abroad,wee take no more paine 
H 2 to 
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to water it, Solikewiſe,as long as the people of the world 
were altogether faithlefſe , this mr ancs of miracles for 
confirmation of -doQtrine , vas of Indulgence grauntcd 
then. But wi en once ſpirituall inflrution had taken 
better place,the corporall ſignes (Urccaſed ſtraight. The 
kingJome and Church of Chriſt was planted in the pow- 
er of doftiae and miracles by the power of the folic 
Ghoſt. Now therefore itis againſt faith, if any [ooke for 
miracles againe to confirme the Goſpell, whichis alrea» 
di- (a confirmed, that if an Angel from heanen, ſhould 


preach vnto vs any otherwiſe,then that v hich hath bene 


preached vr.to vs, let him be accurſed, Secing then. the 
doQrine this day taught, profelled, and preached inthe 
Church of England, is the veric ſame doctrine which 
Chriſt imſelfe deliucrzd to his Apoſtles, and they, to 
their afrercommets, there needeth noother confirmati- 
on by miraclcs to be wrought by vs. 


Thus haue T with what perſpicuitic and breuitic the 
proportion of the time allotted vnto mee would permit, 
runne ouer this portion of holy ſcripture. The Lorde 
giue a bleſſing vnto the wordes which you hauc heard 
this day with your outward cares out of my mouth, and 
by the ſecret working of his holy ſpirite,giue ſuch force 
vnto them, that they may become fruitfull in the hearts 
of you all, And foraſmuch as the Lord in theſe Hal- 
cion,and happie dayes of ours,hath dealt with vs in farre 
greater mercic,then hee hathdone with any other nation 
beſides,in that wee haue of his great clemencic theſe ma- 
ny yeares together enioyed with libertic of bodie, and 

dome of conſcience , the greateſt ioy and felicitic 
that cuer betided any people,cuen the (incere preaching 
of his moſtſacred word and Goſpell, with the right and 
duc adminiſtration of his Sacramentyywith health,peacc, 
| libertic, and quietnelle, ynder the wiſe, godly, and molt 
Peace 


beetweene two opinions, gz 
/  praceable gouernment of his choſen ſeruant Flizaberh, 
{ «pur tate Queene and Miſtriiſe, & now at thistime vnder 
;  __thegouerncment of our mo] gracious Soucraign Lord 
p King [ames, whoſe life ce Lord preſeruc, andlong con- 
tinue _—_ vs: thaMponlidering ho» the Lord hath 
rr ultiplicd his graces, 'and bleſſings vpon vs, that we 
may cucrmore continue conſtant and ſtedfaſt in the 
profeſſion of his cternall truth, that what oppoſition ſo- 
cucr we find inthe world of fawning flatteric or perſecu- 
ting cruceltic, that we neuer ſuffer our ſelues to be remo- 
ued fromthe ſame, but that we may ſtrive for the truth 
cucn to deatiz, holding faſt thatwhich we haue vntill the 
comming of our Lord Iefus Chriſt :that we neuer halt 
or double in matter of religion, nor wauec betweene two 
opinions, but that wee may (tedfaſtly cleaue vntothe 
Lord all the daics ofour life, that wee neuer admir any 
fellowſhip, or communion with the Church of Rome, 
knowing that the whole religion of poperie, wherein it 
differcth from vs, is nothing elſe but a moſt wicked apo- 
ſtaci> from the ancient faith. So that being- confirmed 
and [trengrhened, andeſtabliſhed in that Goſpel, which 
| hath beene preached vnto vs, which we haucrecciucd, 
| whercia we continue, and which is able to ſauo vs, we 
may cuery day-more and more,grow in gracc,and in the 
knowledge of our Lord, and Saviour leſus Chriſt;to the _, 
which Chrift Icſus, together with the father, and the 
holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed all power, glory, dominion, 
and Maicſtic,both now and cucrmore; Amen. 


FINIS, 
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